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A "cyber attack" that brought down government websites in the United States and South Korea is the work of
the North Koreans, according South Korean intelligence officials. The attack began on July 4th, and is still
affecting some sites today.

The Associated Press obtained a list of targeted websites from security experts analyzing the attack. They
include the White House, the Pentagon the New York Stock Exchange, the National Security Agency,
Homeland Security Department, State Department, the Nasdaq stock market and The Washington Post. Many
of the organizations appeared to successfully block the attacks.

Some of the sites — such as the Treasury Department, Federal Trade Commission and Secret Service — are
still reporting problems.

South Korea's National Intelligence Service, the nation's main spy agency, told South Korean lawmakers it
believes that North Korea or North Korean sympathizers in the South were behind the attacks, according to
an aide to one of the lawmakers briefed on the information. U.S. officials so far have declined to comment on
the attacks.

But is this just a bunch of hype? Jim Harper of the Cato Institute writes:

"Allegedly mounted by North Korea, this attack puts various “cyber” threats in perspective. Most
Americans will probably not know about it, and the ones who do will learn of it by reading about it. Only a
tiny percentage of people will notice the absence of the Web sites attacked. (An update to the story linked
above notes that several agencies and entities “blunted” the attacks, as well-run Web sites will do.)"

Harper goes on to say launching a cyber attack is a waste of time:

"This is the face of “cyberwar,” which has little strategic value and little capacity to do real damage. This
episode also underscores the fact that “cyberterrorism” cannot exist — because this kind of attack isn’t

terrifying.”
This content is inappropriate
=

Please select the category that most closely reflects your
concern about this content, so that we can review it and

2 of 5 7/9/2009 9:56 AM



Opposing Views: NEWS: Is So Called "Cyber Attack" Just a Bunch of Hype? http://www.opposingviews.convarticles/news-is-so-called-cyber-attack-j...

determine whether it violates Civility 101 or isn't appropriate
for some other reason.
Abusing this feature is also a violation of Civility 101.

Explanation:

Submit

Regarding Article
NEWS: Is So Called "Cyber Attack" Just a Bunch of Hype?
Thank You for your Comment

We review all comments before they're posted. For more on our comment policy, please see our FAQ.

e Be the first to comment.

Related Debates

How Do You Define Fair Use?

Should Prostitution Be Legal?

3 of 5 7/9/2009 9:56 AM



Opposing Views: NEWS: Is So Called "Cyber Attack" Just a Bunch of Hype? http://www.opposingviews.con/articles/news-is-so-called-cyber-attack-j...

yl

o O Yes
e ' No

e ' Undecided

vOTe

View Results

Ask Your Friends to Vote

e By Email

e Asa Widget
e Share

e

See Related...

Websites

nternet

South Korea

Foreign Peliey pgtitics

Anti Terrorism Training
Accredited online university with a

program in anti terrorism studies.
www.APUS.edu/TerrorismStudies

The Analysis Corporation
TAC - Cleared Analysts, S/W

Development, Technology Innovation
theanalysiscorp.com

Ads by Google
© 2008 Opposing Views, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

e Civility 101
e FAQ Opposing Views, Inc. is not responsible for the content posted on this website. Please

4 of 5 7/9/2009 9:56 AM



Opposing Views: NEWS: Is So Called "Cyber Attack" Just a Bunch of Hype? http://www.opposingviews.con/articles/news-is-so-called-cyber-attack-j...

Terms of serviceview full disclaimer under Terms

Privacy Policy
About us

Contact us
OV badges

50f5 7/9/2009 9:56 AM



