Conservative Millennials, Boomers &
LibertariansAll being Conned

By Thom Hartmann (about the author)

Multigenerational political influence by a very naw special interest group is rare, but we're spéin
played out right now in front of us. A billionaifamily - the Kochs - have gone from influencing my
father's generation, to my generation, to my lg@sieration - and very few Americans realize it. ad
Koch - Fred - made his first millions palling arauwith Joe Stalin in the Soviet Union in the 19208l
1930s. As the fascists rose to power in Europbenl®30s, he was an enthusiastic supporter cdutali
dictator Benito Mussolini, who invented the words€ist,” meaning essentially the takeover of deatacr
governments by big business interests. Mussolimit\se far as to dissolve the Italian parliament an
replace elected politicians with representativesauh district's largest corporations. Fred Koath an
Mussolini both particularly hated the trade uniesisnd their sometimes allies, the communists.f&o a
Mussolini, along with his ally Hitler, lost World & Il against America, Fred Koch brought the anti-
communist pro-business-running-goverment - whatesauould call "facist” - torch to America big time,
helping start the John Birch Society.

Two of their biggest efforts are pretty well knowkfter the Supreme Court ruled, in 1954, in the\gmno
versus Board of Education case, that segregatisatinols was unconstitutional, the John Birch Sgcie

put up billboards all across America calling foe impeachment of the Chief Justice of the Count, Ea
Warren. Daddy Fred Koch was very concerned abauintiegration of our schools - in fact, he wrofehé&
colored man looms large in the Communist plan ke @ver America." With JFK's election, Fred Koch's
John Birch Society went off again - this time agailFK. Using rhetoric not that different from tlsecret
Muslim" plots the Tea Party promotes about Obama, 1963 speech Fred said that "[Communists would]
infiltrate the highest offices of government in theS. until the President is a Communist, unknoavthe

rest of us."

When JFK was scheduled to come to Dallas that ylear]BS distributed flyers saying, "Wanted, for
Treason" all around the town two days before hiwal On the day JFK was assassinated, largeaadsr
the Dallas newspapers attacking Kennedy as beih@is&astro, among other things. That was my dad's
generation. Daddy Koch died, and his sons Charld<avid took over the family business of promoting
the business and billionaire takeover of our Ansrigovernment.

They're doing it with a two-pronged attack. For plecover forty, they're funding the Tea Party tlyloa
variety of groups, most notably Americans for Peréty and Freedomworks. And for people under forty,
they're funding Libertarian think tanks, like theatles Koch Foundation (which was renamed as the Ca
Institute), and the Reason Foundation, where DKwich is a trustee, which happily embraces a new
generation of young people with the idea that 'Hea" means the "freedom" to buy politicians and the
"freedom" to pollute. For the young people, of smjithe Libertarians throw in the "freedom" to smok
dope and hire a hooker, but those are just boriag bgnically tossed to young potheads and young
protoge's of Dick Morris.



But the Koch's have been inside the Libertarianengent from its beginning - 32 years ago this year,
David Koch was the Libertarian Party's official datate for Vice President of the United States.rially
pretty incredible, but it's all true. The main adermf the Koch's John Birch Society was to enhainee
power and control of our government by big busiress billionaires, while fighting organized labarda
people like me who were protesting the Vietham Wae main agenda of the Koch's Tea Party is to get
millionaires elected to Congress and have thentaxs and regulations for Koch Industries and other
polluting corporations, while fighting organized& and people like me who were protesting the Wh&a.

And the main agenda of the Koch's Libertariansaimgunded and trained by the Koch Brothers eis t
keep intact the power of big money over our govesnincut taxes and regulations on billionaires and
polluting industries, while fighting organized latand people like me who are protesting the cofpora
takeover of the United States of America. Threeegations of Americans, all duped by the same
billionaire family. Three generations buying inteetidea that "what's best for industry and billicesiis
best for America" - and that government is our tapérather than something that our nation's fousder
fought and died to create for all of "We The Pebpled, increasingly, it's not just the Koch familyhe
Walton family - whose combined wealth is greatemtdO percent of all Americans - funded a covert
campaign to rename the estate tax as the "dedthanadobbied so hard they got the estate tax ahbaid
entirely in 2010.

Senator Bernie Sanders pointed out yesterday swfar - we know of 26 billionaires - worth over4®
billion - who have already "invested" or committednvest over $561 million dollars in this electioycle

- most of it to defeat Democrats who want to rdiegr taxes. The good news is that young people are
waking up and realizing that the Libertarian hustie billionaires are feeding them is just thathuatle.
Just like Tea Partiers are waking up to their hgudeen had by billionaires who want to privatizeith
Social Security. Hopefully, soon, America will régéts sanity and we'll go back to viewing cranky
billionaires the way my Dad's generation did - apbblican President Dwight D. Eisenhower did - when
Eisenhower referred to their ilk as "small in numaed stupid" They're not stupid any more, anddf w
really value American traditions, we really musspuback on this kind of power and influence in
American politics.
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