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Late Monday night, President Donald Trump announced via Twitter that he planned to 

temporarily suspend all immigration into the United States. Trump said the move will help protect 

American jobs during the coronavirus pandemic. 

“In light of the attack from the Invisible Enemy, as well as the need to protect the jobs of our 

GREAT American Citizens, I will be signing an Executive Order to temporarily suspend 

immigration into the United States!,” Trump wrote. It was unclear when the suspension will 

begin. 

Throttling immigration into the U.S. has been a key policy of Trump, who has been frustrated by 

Constitutional constraints around his ability to seal the country off entirely. Thus far, his attempts 

to do so by decree have run up against legal realities. This executive order would be a new test on 

the White House’s reach regarding immigration issues. The Washington Post reports that the 

order was being drafted and could be signed as soon as Tuesday. 

With more than 775,000 instances, the U.S. has far and away the most cases of coronavirus is the 

epicenter of the coronavirus pandemic. Spain, which has the second-most cases globally, has just 

200,000. The U.S. is also currently leading the world in COVID-19 deaths, with 42,000. Italy has 

24,000 and Spain just 21,000. 

While most American Christian voters support Trump’s hardline stance on immigration, his 

restrictionist impulses have been difficult for faith groups, nonprofits and ministries who work 

with immigrants, many of which have been forced to lay off staff and slash programs in response. 

Even the number of Christian refugees fleeing persecution in their own country has dropped by 70 

percent since 2016. 

One group pushing back is the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, which called on the 

White House to continue to welcome asylum seekers and refugees during the pandemic. “America 

has always been able to respond to crises while upholding its obligations to the most vulnerable 

refugees and asylum seekers,” wrote LIRS President Krish O’Mara Vignarajah. “How can we 

shut our borders at the same time as our leaders openly encourage protests and the reopening of 

businesses like gyms and bowling alleys? To imply that immigrants are a threat to the vibrance 

and prosperity of America’s workforce is a xenophobic talking point — proven false time and 

time again.” 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1252418369170501639
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/coronavirus-trump-immigration/2020/04/21/a2a465aa-837a-11ea-9728-c74380d9d410_story.html
https://relevantmagazine.com/current/nation/study-white-evangelicals-least-likely-to-say-the-u-s-has-a-responsibility-to-accept-refugees/
https://relevantmagazine.com/current/christian-leaders-denounce-trumps-expanded-travel-ban-as-it-goes-into-effect/
https://relevantmagazine.com/current/world-relief-laying-140-staff-because-pres-trumps-refugee-policy/
https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/global-culture/the-number-of-persecuted-christian-refugees-allowed-into-the-u-s-has-dropped-by-70-percent/
https://twitter.com/KrishVignarajah/status/1252450172145188866


Some groups have mounted legal challenges to the White House in the past, but experts the Post 

interviewed say the pandemic likely leaves Trump in the clear. 

“The president has been opposed to legal immigration for his entire administration,” said Alex 

Nowrasteh, the director of immigration studies at the Cato Institute, who spoke to the Post. “This 

is an opportunity to close it down entirely, and this is about as legitimate as you can get in terms 

of a broad justification for doing so.” 

The announcement comes as a number of states like Georgia, South Carolina and Tennessee are 

beginning to roll out plans to reopen their economies and ease some stay-at-home restrictions, 

despite concerns that the curve may not yet be flattened enough to guarantee the safety of their 

citizens. 

https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/faith-groups-are-preparing-to-sue-the-trump-administration-over-refugees/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/04/21/coronavirus-latest-news/?utm_campaign=wp_main&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter

