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The White House used the deadly attack in lower Manhattan this week to re-route the 

conversation back to President Donald Trump’s travel ban, hinting that the administration may 

consider adding Uzbekistan ― where perpetrator Sayfullo Habibullaevic Saipov emigrated from 

― to the list of targeted countries.  

“Look, that’s maybe something that’s looked at, but that isn’t something that we’ve called for at 

this time, but we certainly haven’t ruled it out,” press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 

during Wednesday’s briefing. 

A look at recent terror incidents in the U.S. demonstrates, however, that a blanket ban on non-

visa holders from Muslim-majority countries (the latest iteration of which was temporarily struck 

down in federal court last month) wouldn’t have successfully kept the terror threat out of the 

country, according to experts. 

A third of the foreign-born perpetrators of attacks in the past few decades immigrated to the U.S. 

legally, making the travel ban argument moot because it wouldn’t have stopped people with 

green cards and visas from coming in. And besides, the threat that someone born abroad will 

commit an attack on U.S. soil remains minuscule. 

“If the death toll from the New York attack doesn’t rise, a total of 3,037 people have been 

murdered on U.S. soil by 182 foreign-born terrorists from 1975 through October 31, 2017,” Cato 

Institute immigration policy analyst Alex Nowrasteh wrote on Wednesday. “Of those 182 

foreign-born terrorists, 63 initially entered with green cards.” 

This means, he added, that those who did enter the country legally have killed about 0.5 percent 

of all people who have died in terror attacks on U.S. soil carried out by a foreigner. 

And although some 1,500 Uzbek nationals have left the country to fight with terror groups in 

Iraq and Syria, according to a Soufan Center report, the country’s risk of exporting terror 

remains low. Only three terrorists born in Uzbekistan attempted attacks on U.S. soil between 

1975 and 2016, Nowrasteh added, and no one was killed.  

The Trump administration has been working with countries around the world to strengthen 

vetting capabilities, according to the September presidential memorandum announcing the 
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newest ban. It determined that Chad, Iran, Libya, North Korea, Somalia, Syria, Venezuela and 

Yemen didn’t meet the demanded information-sharing criteria.  

Uzbekistan, however, fully complied with the administration’s requests, otherwise it may have 

been included in the ban in the first place.  

“If Uzbekistan was to be added to this list, it would be even more readily apparent that that really 

is what’s happening here ― that the president is the one driving the outcome and not an 

objective set of criteria developed by experts in immigration vetting, David Bier, an immigration 

policy analyst at the Cato Institute, told HuffPost. 

But, as Trump’s repeated demands for “extreme vetting” illuminate, experts say the problem 

isn’t with a lack of vetting but with how to prevent people from becoming radicalized once 

they’re in the U.S. 

“Can we determine who might later radicalize at the time we do that screening and vetting?” 

asked Theresa Brown, director of immigration policy at the Bipartisan Policy Center. “And the 

answer is not very well, frankly, because we’re talking about future impact.” 
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