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The nation’s lawmakers place too much emphasigeaking down foreign barriers to
U.S. trade when they should be correcting poliatdsome that restrict the nation’s
ability to compete in the global market, says tlaodnstitute’s Daniel J. Ikenson.

“The incessant focus of politicians on fixing thaipies and practices of foreign
governments, as though they were the primary inmpedis to U.S. business success at
home and abroad, is a diversion that should noglbhg tolerated,” Ikenson wrote in a
recent posting on théato website

“It gives the appearance that our elected officas earnestly seeking appropriate
solutions, while further obscuring the real sologg he said. “Meanwhile, it protects
incumbents from having to make substantive, consatipl choices.”

Ikenson, associate director of Cato’s Herbert Aef8kt Center for Trade Policy Studies,
expanded on his comments in written testimony sttbohio a hearing last week before
the congressional Joint Economic Committee.

He told the committee it was “myopic and, franklyesponsible” for lawmakers to
presume that “the major impediments to the sucokkkS. firms are foreign born.”

To the contrary, they reside at home, he saicherfarm of subtle protectionist policies,
regulations, tariffs, and other impediments thakenia difficult for many businesses to
operate in the United States, much less competevaorid stage.

Ikenson went on to suggest that the United Stategyging behind other countries
already making changes and reforms to their ownedticipolicies that address not only
trade regulations, but other areas important tajjalsvth and commerce like
infrastructure, education, and immigration.



“The decisions made now . . . will determine thaltie competitiveness, and relative
significance of the U.S. economy in the decadeadhde said.
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