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Gov. Chris Christie has a tough
week with facts

Facts show tough week for Governor Christie

BY JOSHUA HENNE
ONE NEW JERSEY

COMMENTARY

(NEW JERSEY) — Several clear-cut facts and statistics released this week prove that
the reality in New Jersey fails to match Governor Chris Christie's rosy rhetoric. At
best, Christie's "Jersey Comeback" is delusional... at worst, it is an outright fib.

Governor Christie runs a remarkable public relations machine and does a
tremendous job bending the narrative in his favor, while covering up bad news. So
it's no wonder the only numbers that Christie and his press secretary keep talking
about this week are the number of YouTube hits for his adorable, humorous video
clip co-starring Mayor Cory Booker. Christie should spend less time troll-tweeting
Jimmy Fallon, Conan O'Brien, Jerry Seinfeld and Tim Tebow links to his video in a
bid for attention and more time getting to the bottom of why New Jersey is limping
backwards under his watch.

Numbers don't lie. And here are several numbers that came to light this week alone:

» 230 - On Tuesday, a Department of Treasury report warned that tax collections are
falling $230 million short of original budget projections in New Jersey.

» 121 - Yesterday, the Office of Legislative Services warned the state is facing an
additional $121 million revenue shortfall in terms of energy tax receipts.

» 351 - When the numbers are crunched, New Jersey is looking at a combined $351
million miss of revenue projections for the year... yet Christie stubbornly continues to



push an income tax cut that overwhelmingly benefits the super-wealthy, rather than
more equitable property tax cuts that help middle-class families.

* 0.1 - Yesterday, the state Labor Department released April numbers showing that
New Jersey's unemployment rose to 9.1% - a full percentage point higher than the
national rate of 8.1%.

» 8.4 - Yesterday, the Mortgage Bankers Association reported that New Jersey now
has the 2nd highest percentage of mortgage loans in foreclosure in the nation. This
number continues to spike as rates nationally have fallen to the lowest levels since
2008.

» 54 — Yesterday, the Star Ledger reported that - over the past 8 months alone -
Christie has taken 54 out-of-state trips (not even including trips to New York,
Philadelphia or the Super Bowl). Ranging from last month's Wisconsin fundraising
jaunt in support of union-busting Governor Scott Walker, to this month's Washington
D.C. banquet with the right-wing Cato Institute, to last year's secret confab in
Colorado with the Koch Brothers, Governor Christie has been more focused on
burnishing his right-wing credentials and auditioning for Mitt Romney than he is on
New Jersey. (This weekend, Christie will take his 55th trip when he heads to
Lexington to headline a fundraising dinner for the Republican Party of Kentucky).

This week's numbers show unemployment and foreclosures going up and tax
revenues going down. With depressing trends like this, the biggest question is now
wondering which Christie staffer will be tasked to sheepishly take down the gigantic
"Jersey Comeback" banner from Christie's taxpayer-funded political rallies.

One New Jersey is shining a light on politicians who act against the best interests of
New Jersey’s residents and who seek to divide our state for their own political gain.
It is giving voice to the important issues that affect our daily lives. One New Jersey
will closely monitor policy positions and actions of elected officials and expose their
records on the issues that matter. You can follow One New Jersey on Twitter
(@OneNJ) or search for “One New Jersey” on Facebook.



