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Do We Need Big Government?

Government has gotten so big that it sustains most of our activity.

/ \s Congress nears approval on a series of 2011 aqgions bills (only three months late, a near-

record for recent history), Rep. Sander Levin (@ich.) told Fox News that he was encouraged by
progress on the bills because “we’re dealing wWithlives of people. Those appropriation bills et the

daily lives of people in middle class of Americadahat’s really what this is all about.”

Yet, if that is true, and so many Americans haveobge dependent on the decisions of federal

appropriators in Washington, there seems to be thomgedistinctly wrong.

During the 2011 debate over raising the debt agilfresident Obama noted that the U.S. federal
government sends out 70 million checks every mdattiortunately, that is probably an underestimate.
According to theNVashington Posthe president’s estimate included Social Secwigyerans’ benefits,

and spending on non-defense contractors and verBlatr$ie did not include reimbursements to Medicare
providers and vendors, or electronic transfersigo2l million households receiving food stamps.r(tid

he include most spending by the Defense Departmdrith has a payroll of 6.4 million active and redi
employees and pays nearly 1 million invoices ang,@®&0 travel-expense claims per month.) The actual

number of monthly federal checks might be closé2@® million.

Government payouts now account for more than d tifiall wages and salaries in the United States.
Worse, if one includes government employees’ segarore than half of Americans receive a substanti
portion of their income from the government. Thegqmment provides welfare to the poor, of course —
126 separate anti-poverty programs. But it alswides corporate welfare to the rich. The Cato tatsi
estimates that the federal government provideseat I$92 billion in direct grants and subsidies to
businesses each year. It even provides regulaaweeibthe rich. According to a new report from Sen. ~

Coburn, 2,362 millionaires received unemploymemtafiés in 2009.

Our federal government taxes money from young petipprovide for the retirement of old people. And
then takes money from old people to provide foratiacation of young people. We pay subsidies to

everyone from farmers to solar-panel manufactureesple talk about America’s free-market healtrecar



system, but government pays for more than halfldfealth-care spending in this country.

Federal-government spending now consumes roughyager of all the goods and services produced in
this country over the course of a year. Throw atestand local-government spending, and it's moaa &
third. And, according the Congressional Budget ¢affiunless there is a drastic change in our current

policies, we are on course for government to corsoearly 60 percent of GDP by mid-century.

And President Obama believes that governmentligcsti small?

Worse, all this is just on the spending side. kgiot even begin to look at how the federal governim
regulates our lives. Last year alone the federaégunent issued 3,573 new rules and regulations. Th
Federal Registenow stands at an all time high of 81,405 pagesrMevery product you buy and

everything you do is regulated by the federal gonent in some way.

Increasingly, government is seen as the sourceospprity and the solution to all problems. Govegnin
creates jobs. Government provides medical card, felzelter, even an income. Government regulates ou
morals and defines our virtues. Every good ideaimes a call for a new government program. Civil
society, including business and private charityelegated to the sidelines, treated with suspieidpest,

and often outright hostility.

But, at some point, one has to ask: Has our ndtwh@acter become so degraded that farmers cannot
farm, businesses cannot innovate, doctors caneatt you, and charities cannot care for those id nee
without some sort of govenment intervention? And at what point do we simpage to be a society of f

individuals and instead become little more thandsaf the state?

Perhaps this is why, according to a Gallup poletakarlier this month, 64 percent of Americansdweli
that big government is a bigger threat to the ®infrthis country than big business (26 percenbigr

labor (8 percent).

And it certainly is something that might be wortiinking about the next time a political candidaagss

that he or she has a great new idea for how therdédovernment can do something else for us.

— Michael Tanner is a senior fellow at the Catditnge and author ofeviathan on the Right: How Big-

Gov



