Cato - Rich Lowry - The Corner on National Review Online

F."
h RO Gourses | WEVSY On Sale Now—Save up &6 70%

ADVERTISEMENT

nationalreview ONLINE

www.teach12.com

Home The Corner All Blogs Tweet Tracker Hot Topics NRO Radio & TV Magazine Shop!

NRO BLOG ROW | THE CORNER | ARCHIVES SEARCH E-MAIL PRINT RSS

Subscribe and

Subscribe to NATIONAL REVIEW for Half Price! Receive a
FREE COPY of

./ < Standing Athwart Washington ﬂ{lari:i?s;md:ﬂgan
Y Liberals Yelling Stop! @E Energy; and ifio
N

dgr
= Gl‘eat Games People Play: Game Theory in Life, Busine

Environment

Thursday, September 03, 2009

Cato [Rich Lowry]

I haven't listened to the Cato podcast Veronique posted, but I assume it tracks with this
post from David Rittgers. I'll defer to Andy on Hamdan, but on the efficacy question,
Rittgers's case comes down to the fact that one of the guys we arrested, lyman Farris,
wasn't too swift and that two of the collars that the IG report attributed to information
from KSM might have come about in other ways. On the first point, he's correct. But
an otherwise unimpressive terrorist, with some "luck," can still be deadly; Richard
Reid, for instance, came very close to blowing up an air-liner mid-air. On the second,
he may indeed be right to question the IG report in those two instances, although I
rather suspect it requires more access to classified information than either of us have to
know the truth. This is quibbling, though. One of those CIA documents released last
week says, "Detainees have played some role in nearly every capture of al Qaeda
members and associates since 2002, including helping us unravel most of the network
associated with the now detained 11 September mastermind Khalid Sheik
Mohammed." Unless Rittgers believes that every single one of these captures was of
someone of no consequence, or would have happened anyway and just as quickly, he
has to admit that the interrogation program helped us track down terrorists
expeditiously. Most people would consider that a success and would doubt whether
part of Rittgers's preferred interrogation regime would be quite as effective — dangling
the promise of reduced sentences.
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