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Chris Edwards on Federal Pay
Chris Edwards at the Cato Institute highlights the wages of federal workers:

The George W. Bush years were very lucrative for federal workers. In 2000, the
average compensation (wages and benefits) of federal workers was 66 percent
higher than the average compensation in the U.S. private sector. The new data
show that average federal compensation is now more than double the average in
the private sector.

This gap in average compensation is even more pronounced when you factor in state
and local workers. Edwards suggests a pay freeze:

Federal wages should be frozen for a period of years, at least until the private-
sector economy has recovered and average workers start seeing some wage gains
of their own. At the same time, gold-plated federal benefit packages should be
scaled back as unaffordable given today’s massive budget deficits. There are
many qualitative benefits of government work—such as extremely high job
security—so taxpayers should not have to pay for such lavish government pay
packages.

I tend tot hink that a freeze for all federal workers is too blunt an instrument. Some
workers are overpaid while some might still be underpaid, e.g., effective procurement
officers who can save the federal government vast sums of money. But his basic point
is an important one.
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In Our Shocking Special Report We Investigate Acai
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www. HealthNews6.com

Acai Berry EXPOSED (Official Test)

Want To Use Acai Berry? Do Not Use. Read This
Warning Now.

News13TV.net

Jobs (at Home Jobs)
$88/hr Part-Time Job Openings. Requirements : Only

a Computer.
BostonGazetteNews.com

Are you PM Certified?

Villanova Project Management Certification 8 weeks-
Enroll Now.
www.VillanovaU.com/PM

Understanding Chemo
Get the Facts About How Chemo Works & Tips for a

Successful Outcome.
www.Chemotherapy.com

Buya link here

© National Review Online 2009. All Rights Reserved.

Home | Search | NR / Digital | Donate | Media Kit | Contact Us

4 of 4 8/26/2009 1:53 PM



