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The citizens of the United States are tired of @@orge W Bush’s wars. Given that |
have some advice for the Obama campaign — forget@apitol and go after Romney’s
foreign policy.Collin Powell gave them the talking points

WASHINGTON — Former Secretary of State Colin PovesllWednesday questioned
Mitt Romney’s choice in foreign policy advisersysmy that some are so right-wing that
the advice they give deserves “second thought.

“I don’t know who all of his advisers are, but I'éeen some of the names and some of
them are quite far to the right. And sometimes timgght be in a position to make
judgments or recommendations to the candidatesti@ild get a second thought,”
Powell said during an appearance on MSNBC’s “Magrnipe.”

He gave the example of Romney recently sayingRlugtia is the “number one
geopolitical foe” to the United States.

“Come on Mitt, think,” Powell said. “That isn’t thease.”

TheNation took a look aRomney’s foreign policy advisoend it's pretty scary.

Yet though the candidates and their views werenditad to take seriously, their
statements on foreign policy reflected a more dishg trend in the GOP. Despite facing
a war-weary public, the candidates—with the exceptif Ron Paul, an antiwar
libertarian, and Jon Huntsman, a moderate internalist—positioned themselves as
unapologetic war hawks. That included Mitt Romnagrginally more polished than his
rivals but hardly an expert. Given Romney’s wellabished penchant for flip-flopping
and opportunism, it's difficult to know what he Hgabelieves on any issue, including
foreign affairs (the campaign did not respond tequest for comment). But a
comprehensive review of his statements during thregry and his choice of advisers
suggests a return to the hawkish, unilateral irtetionism of the George W. Bush
administration should he win the White House in Biober.

Bush retreads:



Romney is loath to mention Bush on the campaigh toa obvious reasons, but today
they sound like ideological soul mates on foreighqy. Listening to Romney, you'd
never know that Bush left office bogged down by wmpopular wars that cost America
dearly in blood and treasure. Of Romney’s fortyniifeed foreign policy advisers, more
than 70 percent worked for Bush. Many hail from tleeconservative wing of the party,
were enthusiastic backers of the Iraqg War and ampgments of a US or Israeli attack on
Iran. Christopher Preble, a foreign policy expétha Cato Institute, says, “Romney’s
likely to be in the mold of George W. Bush whenatnes to foreign policy if he were
elected.” On some key issues, like Iran, Romneyhastieam are to the right of Bush.
Romney’s embrace of the neoconservative cause—dene cynically to woo the
right—could turn into a policy nightmare if he bewes president.

Yes, when it comes to foreign policy Romney eveares the Koch brothers Cato
Institute. There is every reason to believe tHRbenney administration would bring
more wars and more tax cuts leading to a balloodéfgrit. No body who is sane thinks
that a war with Iran would be anything but a dieast

If you liked George W Bush you will love Mitt Romney. That would make a great
bumper sticker.



