
Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN) addresses the crowd 

during a rally near the U.S. Capitol. The ''Cut 

Spending Now Revolt'', staged Americans for 

Prosperity, was held to urge lawmakers to reduce 

federal spending. Pete Marovich/Zuma

Bachmann Knows When to Duck the Tea Party
— By Stephanie Mencimer (/authors/stephanie-mencimer) | Mon May. 9, 2011 10:25 AM PDT

You gotta give Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-Minn.) 

credit: She knows how to work the tea party 

without getting too close to its fringes. On Monday 

morning, a group of tea party activists convened 

at the National Press Club in Washington, DC, to 

"blast" Republican members of Congress over the 

upcoming debt ceiling vote. The tea partiers feared 

that House Speaker John Boehner and other 

GOPers would buckle and agree to raising the debt 

ceiling. The press release announcing the event 

suggested that the star attraction would be 

Bachmann—which raised the dramatic prospect of 

Bachmann doing battle with Boehner and other 

GOPers dubbed "RINOs" (Republicans In Name 

Only) by the organizers of this event. But when the press conference kicked off, a spokesman for 

the organizers revealed that Bachmann would not be there in person. Instead, she had sent a 

statement, which he read to a small group of reporters. Bachmann said:

If I were there I would tell you that I hear you and I agree: it's time to reject the debt 

ceiling scare tactics and address the truly frightening reality that our debt is at $14 trillion 

and growing.... Thank you to the Tea Party for not giving up the fight. Your stubborn 

determination to return our country to its founding principles give me great hope for 

conservative accomplishments in the current House of Representative and for even greater 

victories in 2012.

It soon became clear that Bachmann had made the right move by steering clear of potential photo 

ops with these tea partiers. The event was weird. It was headlined by William Temple, 

(http://www.freedomjamboree.com/2011/02/william-temple-emcee-pastor/) a tricorn-hat-wearing, musket-

carrying Revolutionary War reenactor from Georgia. Temple has been featured in at least one 

documentary on the tea party, and he's a regular presence at tea party rallies in Washington. At 

this event, he was dressed to the hilt as his character Button Gwinnett 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Button_Gwinnett) , the second person to sign the Declaration of 

Independence. Temple's tin cup rattled as he walked to the podium. He thundered on endlessly 

like the Baptist minister he is—when not reenacting the war for independence, he preaches in a 

church in Georgia—lapsing in and out of a British accent and occasionally referring to his musket, 

which was leaning against the wall behind him with a flower stuck in the barrel.

While Temple called on Republicans to vote against raising the debt ceilling and ranted against 

"wimpy house RINOS who refuse to hide President Obama's Mastercard," he managed to truly get 

worked up over the move to end the ban on gays in the military. Tea party rallies generally have 

steered away from divisive social issues, but Temple showed no such reticence. "As a combat 

veteran, I know we don't have time to worry about the guy behind us," he warned. He took a brief 

detour from his prepared speech to greet James Manship (http://stores.lulu.com/statesmanship) , a tea 

party activist who regularly dresses up as George Washington. "Welcome, General," he said, 

tipping his hat. The General tipped his hat back, and Temple resumed his speech, which included a 

long digression about the evils of "females in forward combat roles."

Until now, Temple has been something of a outlier within the tea party, despite his frequent photo-

ops in national media outlets. He's the (same) guy everyone wants to snap pictures of at a tea 

party rally, leading to the mistaken impression that many tea partiers like to dress up. But 

Monday's press conference marked his first real appearance as a tea party leader. He managed to 

corral a surprising number of men in suits for the event—people willing to talk seriously about the 

national debt in spite of occasional cries of "Amen!" and "Huzzah!" from Temple and Manship.
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