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Daniel J. MitchellBio | Email
Dan Mitchell is a Senior Fellow at the Washington-based Cato Institute, a free-market think tank.  

The political process often resembles an unseemly racket as politicians take money from people who earn it and give it to another group in exchange for campaign cash and political
support. The modern bureaucracy is a good example. Government workers have now become a cosseted elite, with generous pay, extravagant benefits, lavish pensions, and ironclad
job security. In exchange for this privileged status, they reward the politicians with millions of dollars of support and a host of in-kind contributions.  I have documented many of these
outrages in my "Taxpayers vs. Bureaucrats" series at the International Liberty blog. Well, now we have a video detailing how the government workforce has morphed into a fiscal
nightmare for taxpayers.

There are three things in the video that deserve special emphasis. First, bureaucrats are vastly overpaid. The government data cited in the video show that total compensation for the
federal civil service is twice as high, on average, as it is for workers in the productive sector of the economy. There are some bureaucrats who deserve above-average pay, such as
scientists dealing with nuclear weapons, but it is outrageous that the average drone in the federal bureaucracy is getting twice as much compensation as the taxpayers (serfs) who
pay their salaries.

Second, this mini-documentary debunks the silly argument (put forth by government employee unions, of course) that bureaucrats are underpaid compared to the private sector. The
Department of Labor has data looking at voluntary departure rates by profession. If government workers were being underpaid, you would expect them to be more likely to leave their
jobs in order to take new positions in the (supposedly higher paid) private sector. Instead, the video reveals that people in the private sector are six times more likely to switch jobs
than federal bureaucrats.

Third, the video concludes with the essential point that most federal bureaucrats should be paid nothing because they work for departments and agencies that should not exist.

Tags: Big Government, Bureaucracy, Bureaucrats, Civil Service, Federal Budget, Pensions, State Fiscal Crisis, Unions
 
Email Twitter Facebook Digg Buzz
More
« Previous post
Who Is Wall Street Bankrolling in Congress? 
Next post »
Financial Reform: Transparency Is The Enemy 
 

Autos Billionaires Energy Logistics Media & Entertainment Pharma & Health SportsMoney Wall Street Washington

6/2/2010 Bureaucrats Vs. Taxpayers « Business …

…forbes.com/…/bureaucrats-vs-taxpay… 1/4



Login required, click here to begin

Share This Page

Follow

Echo 0 Items Admin

Echo 0 Items

Cancel Post

 

Search This Blog

 

Follow This Blog

 

More Posts

Paul McCartney To Radio Stations: Share The Wealth
Financial Reform: Transparency Is The Enemy
Bureaucrats Vs. Taxpayers
Who Is Wall Street Bankrolling in Congress?
Higher Corporate Taxes Undermine American Competitiveness
How A Jobs-Creating, Loophole-Closing Tax Bill Does Little Of Either
Not Too Slick, Mr. President
Obama To Announce Drilling Restrictions
Obama Administration Leans Toward Letting Banks Keep Derivatives Trading
On Iran Sanctions, A Gift from the U.N. to Corporate America

More coverage

BBQ's World Series
U.S.-Brazil Military Agreement Is A Baby Step
Hamptons Market's Comeback
Leading A Hotel Empire
Highest Historical Hampton Rental

Login

A Better Economy Is Here
Learn More About Jeff Greene. Jobs And Results
For Florida!
www.JeffGreene.com

The Brown Bailout...
Why Is Congress Playing Favorites? And How
Does This Impact You?
BrownBailout.com

Deloitte Is Hiring
Looking For a Better Career In The Federal
Sector? Visit us.

6/2/2010 Bureaucrats Vs. Taxpayers « Business …

…forbes.com/…/bureaucrats-vs-taxpay… 2/4



Categories

Barack Obama (172)
Bill Clinton (5)
Blue Dogs (1)
Brian Wingfield (1)
Budget (4)
byline=Brian Wingfield (43)

Cabinet (4)
Campaign Finance (7)
Congress (25)
Credit Crisis (26)
Current Affairs (37)
Debates (105)
Defense (5)
Democratic Party (9)
Democratic Primary (73)
DNC Convention (26)
economy (40)
Education (1)
Electoral College (9)
Energy (9)
Farm policy (1)
FCC (1)
Federal Reserve (11)
Foreign Affairs (3)
G-20 (19)
George W. Bush (2)
Haiti (1)
health care (6)
Hillary Clinton (81)
Inauguration (16)
Iran (3)
John McCain (71)
lobbying (5)
Mike Huckabee (6)
NYSE:GD (1)
Obama Administration (17)
Polls (48)
Ralph Nader (2)
Republican primary (11)
RNC Convention (20)
Ron Paul (5)
Sarah Palin (6)
State Politics (3)
Supreme Court (3)
Taxes (26)
Technology (3)
Ted Stevens (1)
trade (13)
Uncategorized (155)

A d Inf ormation  Self -Serv e A dver tis ing   Forbes .c om Mobile  RSS   Repr ints /Permiss ions   

Subsc r iber  Serv ices   Pr ivacy  Statement  Terms , Condit ions  and Notices   

2010 Forbes .com LLC™   A ll Rights  Reserv ed  

www.Deloitte.com/us/careers

Political Analysis & News
Visit "PostPolitics" for News, Analysis & More on
Campaign 2010
washingtonpost.com/politics

SITEMAP HELP CONTACT US INVESTMENT NEWSLETTERS FORBES CONFERENCES FORBES MAGAZINES

Dow Jones industrial average, Nasdaq composite and S&P 500 indexes are real time and are powered by
Xignite. All  other indexes and commodities are delayed at least 15 minutes. All  pricing is automatically
refreshed every five seconds for the first two minutes the page is open, refreshed every 10 seconds for the

third minute the page is open, and refreshed every 15 seconds thereafter.

6/2/2010 Bureaucrats Vs. Taxpayers « Business …

…forbes.com/…/bureaucrats-vs-taxpay… 3/4



6/2/2010 Bureaucrats Vs. Taxpayers « Business …

…forbes.com/…/bureaucrats-vs-taxpay… 4/4


