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Global Warming: A Climate Coup?

Those who regularly follow this blog will have ndtthat | am an avid reader/explorer of
all things dealing with the intersection of scieacel politics. In particular, the
computational modeling of global climate and thétps of global climate change.

It is of great concern to me that those whom I llalseglobal warming alarmists continue
to demand that governments enact self-serving lavies and regulations which
manipulate public policy for the promotion of pregsive politics and special interests
profits. All the while a complacent population ditsck and is spoon-fed biased
information by a media that has been thoroughlyugied by the progressive political
debate.

Therefore, | became interested in a book thataiato be released (April 20, 2011)
from the Cato Institute and decided to review thelbto determine its honesty,
relevance and usefulness in explaining what thegowent has done and attempting to
do now and in the future.

It succeeds on all fronts and | am highly recomniagd as a good backgrounder on
some of the most significant faults, failings atedulations of the global climate debate.

The book ...
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Summary (from the back cover) ...

Despite convincing evidence that obserckohate
changes do not portend a calamitous furor, glgbal
warming alarmism is invading nearly every aspect
of our society.

Children are flooded with apocalyptic visions and
ideas in our schools.

Poor countries shake down rich ones in the name
of climate "justice.”

Lawmakers try to impose tariffs and sanctions|on
nations that don't agree with their environmental
preconceptions.

Even the military uses climate change as an
excuse to enlarge its budget.

Perhaps most ominously, the courts are now
compelling the federal government to impose
massive restrictions on the amount of energy we
can use and the way we can use it.

All of these topics and more are covered by a1
of first-rate experts in health, education, defense
development, law, tradeand academic publicati
to produce this comprehensive documentation| of
the pervasive influence of global warming

alarmism on almost every aspect of society.

My position ...

To provide context for this review, it is my beligfat the subject of global warming is a
political scheme based on speculative scienceemaate computer models, highly-
manipulated and suspect data, and promoted by aewwoh self-serving politicians,
institutions, researchers and special interests.

| also believe that carbon dioxide was chosen@aslédmon gas because it provided a
rationale for public policies that could be used@dntrol the production, distribution and
use of the energy which is required to sustainexhnd our economic growth.

That the scientific findings, relative to globainchte change, to this very day, show that
the global mean temperature is well within therhee and noise levels of nature’s own



variability. And that the correlation between rigicarbon dioxide levels and an increase
in the global mean temperature is not causal andeaasily explained by other more
significant factors such as the Sun’s energy outhetEarth’s position relative to the
Sun, the Earth’s planetary dynamics, volcanic @&gtiocean currents and the greatest
greenhouse gas of all, water vapor. All part ohaatic system featuring self-regulating
feedback loops. And all to be anticipated by themvag of our world as we emerge
from the little ice age.

My review ...

| would like to start out by cautioning casual reedthat this is a scholarly work and was
not written for consumption by those looking foeasy summer read. It does require a
fair bit of work to understand and digest whatastained between the pages.

Where to start ...

| rarely read non-fiction books, cover-to-coverferring instead to start out with the
most interesting section.

Contents ...
Introduction

1. The Executive State Tackles Global Warmjng
-- Roger Pilon and Evan Turgeon

“Roger Pilon, details how we have strayed fror
constitutional restraints and have removed
obstacles for implementing a global warming
agenda, all of this occurring in direct opposittol
the Constitution's original provisions for securing
limited government.”

=)

2. A Hot Political Climate: Recent Evolution of
Global Warming Policy and Regulation-
Patrick J. Michaels

Michael’s speaking about the passage of ACES,
the American Clean Energy and Security Act ...
“The vote was delayed and time to avoid the
Friday evening news cycle, effectively short-
circuiting any serious coverage of it until the hex
week.”

3. Bias in the Peer Review Process: A
Cautionary and Personal Account- Ross




McKittrick

“I decided to take this story public because of
what it reveals about the journal peer review
process in the field of climatology.”

4. Global Warming, Environmental Threats,
and U.S. Security: Recycling the Domino
Theory— Ivan Eland

“Ilvan Eland shows how global warming
exaggerations are braided with security matter
with no regard to their true impact. Eland write
‘When the cold war ended, new threats were
needed to justify defense expenditures.
Environmental degradation was one of many.”

5. Climate Change and Trade- Sallie James

“When politicians — even the true believers in
disastrous global warming — contemplate the
economic costs of actions to mitigate climate
change, they don't like what they see. They the
call for even more government intervention in 1
form of subsidies or barriers to international
competition, ostensibly to counteract the
unintended progression of consequenoésgarliel
intervention. This is how climate change has
entered the international trade policy debate.”

6. Economic Development in Developing
Countries: Advancing Human Well-Being and
the Capacity to Adapt to Global Warming
Indur M. Goklany

“Indur Goklany confronts the too- easily accep
myth that global warming reduces the quality ¢
life in developing countries and that many long
held assumptions are completely otiphase witt
reality.”

7. Global Warming and Human Healtk
Robert E. Davis

“Davis begins with three basic, and perhaps (a
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first glance) contradictory truths about this issue

« Global warming will affect human healtr
across the planet;

« The extent of this effect is unknowable;
and

« No one in earth’s history ever has (or ever
will have) died or been hospitalized fron
global warming.”

—

8. Learning Fear: Climate Change and Public
Education-- Neal McCluskey

“Neal McCluskey looks at global warming and
education to reveal how the imposition of climate
change education is at times tantamount to
‘fearmongering and social engineering under the

guise of education’.

Based on a casual page flip-through, | startedimgeat Part Three: “Bias in the Peer
Review Process: A Cautionary and Personal AccolmytRoss McKitrick. A scientist |
highly respect both for his integrity and his caygan bucking a system which severely
punishes those who disagree with the so-calleds@asus" view.

A compelling personal tale of how the so-calledéipeeview” process had been
subverted by the manipulation of formerly-respedeiéntists to defend certain papers
while excluding others from publication. Some of #ub-heads which caught my eye.

“The background issue: Temperature Data Contanoimati
“Absence of Evidence versus Evidence of Absence”
« “The Journal Game”

Unfortunately, McKitrick’s tale is dishearteningtitose of us who believe in scientific
integrity and the natural predisposition of sciststito be skeptical of any and all work
that cannot be replicated. The mere fact that nsamgntific papers were submitted to
journals without accompanying computer programsdatdsets, makes the replication of
results much harder than need be. For those wima that submitting such materials
would compromise their claim on intellectual prageand may jeopardize future
research grants, | might say that much of the waak funded by government grants and
thus should be in the public domain for all to asehey see fit.

“Obviously, the free exchange of data is at thee@irhealthy science, as is the curiosity
on the part of competitive researchers and the tesgplicate results independently.”

On to the next section, Part Four: Global Warmkagyironmental Threats, and U.S.
Security: Recycling the Domino Theory, written lah Eland.



Other than the fact that the military is willingeaploit the subject of global warming to
enlarge their mission, funding and assets, onefgignt take-away from reading the
chapter is that all of the scenarios feature theddrStates taking the leading role and
assuming much of the costly burden for combattimegetffects of global warming.

“The underlying philosophy that leads both hawkd anvironmentalists to inflate the
security threat from global warming is the archaation that the United States must
police the world. According to the projections athk alarmists, most of the ill effects of
global warming will occur in the developing worlghich is too poor to cope with it.”

In the chapter Climate Change and Trade, one timaisthe two inescapable truths will
disadvantage the United States and drive jobs alsew

Or as the editor comments ...

“Without any binding international agreements orboa dioxide emissions, any nation
places itself at a competitive disadvantage b¥iceily raising the price of carbon-
containing energy with a tax or a cap-and-tradéesys

“Such disparities invite ‘leakage’ of jobs and miauiuring to nations that do not have
such emissions restrictions.”

Clear logic that should influence the artificiabtréctions that are about to be unilaterally
imposed by the State of California on its resident®urtesy of movie star cum legislator
Arnold Schwarzenegger as he pursues his own lititerests in global warming.
Perhaps hoping to win his first Oscar to achiev#ypwith that other global warming
actor/fakir, Al Gore.

And, of course, there were many other excellenenlagions and passages, too humerous
to list in this short blog item. Another reason vithis book needs to be read and
appreciated by those who want a look at how thbajlwarming sausage is being made
and promoted.

About the editor ...

“Patrick J. Michaels, senior fellow in
environmental studies at the Cato Institute, is
widely acknowledged by climate alarmists as
today's most effective synthesizer of the non-
apocalyptic view of climate change.”

“He is the author of multiple books on global
warming, includingClimate of Extremes: Global
Warming Science They Don't Want You to Khow

One waste of paper ...



The book is not without its faults ... primarily akcdusion of additional exploratory
material which would be impossible consideringltbek’'s 262 pages. So it is really not
the fault of the editor who tried to encapsulag eéssence of the debate in a succinct
style.

However, it should be noted that the biggest wakpaper were two color illustrations.
One, a picture of Air Force One with the captiomé$tdent Obama Returns from the
Copenhagen Global Warming Conference, Decembe2®;” and two, a picture
captioned “Guinean Students Study under the Lightse Conakry Airport Parking Lot,
June 2007.” Both set among color charts illustgatiarious facets and findings related to
global climate change. Space that could have betarhised to illustrate some of
temperature data collection sites which yieldeddand misleading data that seemingly
helps to incorrectly signify higher temperaturesvehnone exists.

Bottom line ...

While the book did not change any of my fundamebddiefs, it did reinforce my

opinion that the field of climate science has bleepelessly compromised by bad actors
using data so heavily manipulated that even traciown the original raw data and
starting over may be impossible.

It should be noted that when scientists becomeiatdior their paths of inquiry are
shaped by funding resources, one can hardly reth@science to support the public
policies offered by even more corrupt politicians.

"Climate Coup: Global Warming’s Invasion of Our @onment and Our Lives" should
be mandatory reading for even casual studentsldicgovishing to understand the
perversion of science to drive social policy.

| found the book to be credible, well-documented] a valuable summary to a subject
which should concern us all in today’s environmaintorrupt politicians driving self-
serving public policies.

| have no reservations in recommending this boakyaeaders, friends and others
interested in the subject.

-- steve

About the publisher ...

“The Cato Institute is a nonprofit nonpartisan
public policy research foundation in Washingtaon,
D.C., and received the overwhelming majority of
its funding from some 15,000 individuals.”

Reference Links ...



Some of my previous blog entries for context astetl here in no particular order.

GLOBAL WARMING: A DAY OF RECKONING APPROACHES...

GLOBAL WARMING/COOLING/CHANGE: NUMBERSWITHOUT SUBSTANCE

Global Warming: Thereal question is highlighted in a new report ...

Global Warming: The Pretense of Knowledge

Global war ming: new resear ch annoys alar mists.

Global Warming: How isit that we are making public policy decisions when we still have much to
learn?

Global War ming: Going Beyond The Science. ...

A COOLER YEAR: GLOBAL WARMING WEATHER ANOMALY OR THE BEGINNING OF A
"REGRESSION TO THE UNKNOWN TEMPERATURE MEAN?"




