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Texting-while-driving ban up again in Legislature

By JAMES L. ROSICA
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- Joyce Concklin has 10 goods@as why every state should
pass a ban on texting while driving: That's the benof bones she broke when a texting
driver ran into her. And that driver died, his melphone still clutched in his hand.

Concklin's accident happened in Texas, but sheisagsily could have happened in
Florida, where she lives.

Both states are among those that haven't outlasthg by all drivers operating motor
vehicles. Thirty-five states and the District ofl@abia already have bans, according to
the Governors Highway Safety Association.

The Florida Legislature, with Republican supermi&igs in both chambers, has been
hostile to anti-texting bills; one died in commeétkast year. The reason generally given is
that it would be government intrusion into peoplie’ss.

"There are already laws on the books that makiegal to drive unsafely,” said Jim
Harper, director of information policy studies foe libertarian Cato Institute. Florida
has a "reckless driving" law.

Being opposed to a ban on texting while drivingas being opposed to safety, "it's being
opposed to silly laws that list everything you ntigh wrong," Harper said. "There were
accidents after they started putting cup holdersans, but we didn't outlaw cup holders."

Concklin, who is partly disabled because of theckysees it differently.
"We may be infringing on your rights a little, bygu're infringing on us," the 53-year-

old Hernando County horse trainer said. "This @&wct) changed my life, and not for the
better."



A Senate bill (SB 416) banning texting while drigihas zipped through three
committees with only two votes cast against it,ibbas not been scheduled for a final
vote by the full chamber. The House version (HB)2&8 gone nowhere.

A spokeswoman for Republican Gov. Rick Scott, whoally pushes for limited
government and less regulation, says he hasnt tk®sition on a ban. As a candidate
in 2010, he did tell AAA "distracted driving of atkynd (including texting) has to be
discouraged.” He said he'd work with lawmakersatiopt policies that address distracted
driving." He says a texting driver once struckWwie's car.

Both bills would make texting subject to secondamjorcement, meaning police could
cite drivers for it only if they had been pulledenor another violation such as speeding.
A first violation would be a $30 fine; a secondleiion within five years would be $60.

And if texting resulted in a crash, the driver webbke assessed six points - 12 points
within a year leads to a 30-day driver's licensgpsusion. Points also lead to increased
insurance rates.

The House sponsor, Republican Rep. Ray Pilon ais®#a, said his bill is in limbo in the
transportation and highway safety subcommittee.cHagr, Rep. Brad Drake, said the
law is unnecessary.

"It's difficult to legislate every kind of humanHevior and then try and enforce it,"
Drake said. "People just need to be responsiblthamselves."”

The federal government says a texting driver isir28s more likely to crash than one not
texting. A study by AAA puts the figure lower akdimes. The Florida Highway Patrol
already prohibits its troopers from texting whilévehg on duty.

But critics point out that texting bans haven't adeffect on the number of accidents. A
2010 study by the Highway Loss Data Institute, \wHaoks at insurance claims, said
crashes didn't decrease in states that banneddexidrivers, and in fact found that
reported collisions went up slightly.



