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A bipartisan collection of educators, businessnrahlabor leaders announced their support for a
common curriculum for America’s public schools owhday, reportdhe New York Times. Their
statementalled to build upon the current shared Englisth mathematics standards, which about 40
states adopted last year, by adding further guidslfor what schools and educators should teach in
each grade.

The signers, who included the current Presidettt@fmerican Teachers Federation and Assistant
Secretaries of Education under Presidents BilltGhinRonald Reagan and George W. Bush, explained
that they were not suggesting rigid regulationsplerformance, textbooks, lesson plans and pedagogy,
but rather “a coherent, sequential set of guidslinghe core academic disciplines, specifying the
content knowledge and skills that all studentsexygected to learn.” Proponents claim the plan would
put U.S. schools more in line with educational mMedsed by many European and Asian countries,
thereby preparing students for competing in a dlotsket.

Despite the proposition’s bipartisan support -perhaps because of it -- the common curriculum has
received criticism from both liberals and conseames.

In an editorial on the progressive bldge Huffington Posteducational consultant Tom Vander Ark
claims the common curriculum plan reinforces amgalated model of learning. Instead, he claims the
real path to reinvigorating American educationrntbeace “customized playlists.” Vander Ark predicts
that technological advancements in the form of meoendation engines, social media and data
warehouses w replace the current sequential curriculum witrspaal digital learnin platforms, ol
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“fully customized engaging learning sequences feryestuden” He surmises that a comm
curriculum is simply ignoring what the future ofusétion will actually look like.

From the other side of the political spectrurhe Cato Institutea Libertarian think-tank, published a
damning piece by the associate director of them@efor Educational Freedom, Neal McCluskey,
accusing the common curriculum’s proponents of iditpl McCluskey objects to claims that the
common curriculum would be voluntary. He argues thiag federal investment to implementation of
the plan -- which is indeed a recommendation froontfay’s statement by common curriculum
proponents -- would make it inherently mandatorgWskey argues that schools would have to adopt
the shared standards or risk losing funding, fay¢iveir hands in the decision rather than alloviirem

to accept or reject it naturally.

Calls for common academic standards in the UnitateS have been made for decades, but have been
rebuffed by America’s traditional “local” approatdpublic education. With backers and detractors
lining up once more, and the nation’s schdatgying on international rankings’'s evident that reform

is necessary and hopefully coming. But what shapereform will take is still in fiery contention.

Subscribe to Certification Map's monthly newsletter receivi updates about teacher certification,
education news and muchmore.
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A bipartisan collection of educators, businessnmahlabor leaders announced their support for a
common curriculum for America’s public schools ohday, reports The New York Times. Their
statement called to build upon the current sharegli€h and mathematics standards, which about 40

states adopted last year, by adi further guidelines for what schools and
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