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While Neal McCluskey’s commentary — “College degree can pay off, but it’s not a slam dunk” 

(Wednesday) — on whether a college degree can pay off makes some very important points, one 

sentence is both puzzling and revealing. McCluskey asks if college is worth the money and 

points out that this is a far tougher question to answer than it should be “thanks to massive, 

distorting subsidies extracted from taxpayers.” Buried in this seemingly objective piece is this bit 

of propaganda from the writer’s employer, the libertarian Cato Institute, a Koch-funded 

operation that dislikes extracting taxes from its donors. This is the point he is trying to subtly 

make. 
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