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Prison for unauthorized use of “Smokey 
Bear” image 
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Great WSJ article on the unending proliferation of federal crimes, with appearances by a 
family that ran into a law making it a felony to dig for arrowheads on federal land, Bobby 
Unser and his snowmobile-astray ordeal, and a man effectively ruined by the $860,000+ 
cost of successfully defending himself against a federal charge of violating Russian 
hunting regulations.  

“Most people think criminal law is for bad people,” says Timothy Lynch of Cato Institute, 
a libertarian think tank. People don’t realize “they’re one misstep away from the 
nightmare of a federal indictment.” 

 


