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The speech included some essential false and deceptive claims about jobs.Trump claimed that 
“we introduced again 700,000” manufacturing jobs.CoalAfter denouncing Biden for the Obama 
administration’s efforts to scale back using coal, Trump mentioned, “I saved it. I put our miners 
again to work.”Info First: As of August, 5,300 coal mining jobs had been misplaced beneath 
Trump. (As of February, it was a lack of 1,000.) And the business typically continues to say no. 
Amid a continued shift by utility corporations towards cheaper pure gasoline and cleaner 
renewables, US coal manufacturing fell in 2019 to the bottom stage since 1978, when there was a 
serious strike. A number of coal corporations have filed for chapter in 2019 and 2020.Trump has, 
as promised, made coverage strikes to attempt to assist the coal business; it is actually potential 
for him to argue that he has been higher for the business than a Democrat can be, and it is 
potential that his efforts have helped some miners get new jobs. However he has not come near 
producing any type of coal revival. The federal government’s Power Data Administration 
reported in May that 2019 was the primary yr because the 1880s that the US consumed extra 
vitality from renewable sources than from coal.Brian Lego, a West Virginia College analysis 
assistant professor who follows the coal business, mentioned circumstances within the business 
began to get better in 2016, previous to Trump’s election, then had been “comparatively steady” 
from 2017 into 2019. However he emphasised that “it was steady at very low ranges,” and steady 
due to rising demand from international nations “fairly than any discernible enchancment in 
home coal demand linked to a change in US coverage.”Situations then worsened in late 2019 — 
“The final 4 months or so of the yr are when market circumstances actually fell aside, and the 
fourth quarter was horrible,” Lego mentioned — and acquired much more dire due to the 
pandemic.Washing machinesTrump claimed that Samsung and LG determined to construct US 
factories due to the tariffs he placed on washing machines imported from overseas.”I put the 
tariff, and now what they’re doing is LG and Samsung, and these corporations that made the 
washer, they’re now coming into the US. And to be able to keep away from the tariff, they’re 
constructing crops in the US. And that is OK. And that is what we ought to be doing,” he 
mentioned. Info First: That is deceptive. The Samsung and LG US washer factories had been 
each introduced in 2017, months earlier than Trump introduced the tariffs in 2018. LG says the 
tariffs prompted the corporate to make a bigger funding within the plant than it initially 
deliberate, however that the tariffs weren’t the explanation it determined to construct the plant in 
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any respect.John Taylor, spokesman for LG Electronics USA, mentioned the corporate first 
determined to construct a US washer plant in 2011, then took years to decide on a Tennessee 
web site, which it introduced in February 2017. “We determined way back. We introduced the 
manufacturing facility. A yr later, after we introduced the manufacturing facility, there have been 
some tariffs,” he mentioned.He mentioned the tariffs had been one of many causes the corporate 
ended up investing $360 million within the plant fairly than $250 million.”LG did not construct 
the manufacturing facility due to the tariffs, however the tariffs had been one of many elements 
that compelled us to speed up the development and make investments extra,” he mentioned.So 
Trump might boast about how his coverage led to extra funding — although analysis has 
discovered that the tariffs additionally led to price will increase for shoppers — nevertheless it’s 
“deceptive, at greatest” to recommend the crops exist due to the tariffs, mentioned Scott 
Lincicome, a commerce knowledgeable and senior fellow in financial research on the libertarian 
Cato Institute.Samsung didn’t reply to a request for remark.The pandemic recoveryTrump once 
more boasted of setting information for job creation.”Up to now 4 months, we have added a 
record-smashing 10.6 million jobs — by no means been near that. 4 months, 10.6 million jobs,” 
he mentioned.Info First: Trump unnoticed important context. Instantly earlier than this document 
achieve of about 10.6 million jobs over 4 months, there was a a lot bigger document lack of 
about 22.2 million jobs over two months. In different phrases, as of August, the nation was 
nonetheless down 11.5 million jobs since March. (And as of August, the financial system was 
down 4.7 million jobs because the starting of Trump’s presidency.)Additionally, lots of the 10.6 
million jobs “added” since May merely symbolize individuals returning to their earlier jobs, from 
which that they had been briefly laid off. 

 


