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Schools for Misrule: Legal Academia and an
Overlawyered America

Walter Qdson / Legal Education, Progressivism /o Comments

Harold Koh, former Dean of the Yale Law School andent legal adviser to the
Department of State, annually exhorted entering Yalw students with the phrase,
“Welcome, to the Republic of Conscience.” Waltes®I, Senior Fellow of the Cato
Institute, argues in his new bo8khools for Misrule: Legal Academia and an
Overlawyered America, that the “Republic of Conscience” Koh believessitest
understood as an ideological educational entitytéeches an unconstrained
understanding of the power of law and governmehis Tevolution in legal pedagogy
has mightily contributed to the numerous changashhve swept self-governing
institutions, Olson argues. American legal educahias not for some time understood its
mission to be the mere preparation of future lawykrstead, primary stock has been
placed in inculcating the notion that law and Atign are primary opportunities to
advocate for social change according to progresdis.
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for hisworkon American law. A senior fellow at the Cato
Institute, the think tank in Washington, D.C. he has written

aseries of widely acclaimed books onour legal system,

beginning with The Litigation Explosion and most recently
Schools for Misrule: Legal Academia and an Overlawyered
America (Encounter, 2011). On the web, he founded and
continues to run Owverlawyered.com, widely cited as the
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