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Statement from Chad Griffin, Board President, American Foundation for
Equal Rights

“Regardless of the defendant-intervenors’ protests, the fact remains that
Proposition 8 is unconstitutional, as was proven conclusively and
unequivocally through a full federal trial. There is no getting around the fact
that the court’s decision was based on our nation’s most fundamental
principles, and that the Constitution does not permit unequal treatment
under the law,” said Chad Griffin, Board President of the American
Foundation for Equal Rights. “We are eager to proceed with affirming the
unconstitutionality of Prop. 8, and the equality of all Americans, in the Ninth

Circuit and the Supreme Court.”

The American Foundation for Equal Rights is the sole sponsor of the Perry v.
Schwarzenegger case. After bringing together Theodore Olson and David
Boies to lead its legal team, the Foundation successfully advanced the Perry
case through Federal District Court and is now leading it through the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals before the case is brought to the United States

Supreme Court.

The plaintiffs in the case are two couples — Kris Perry & Sandy Stier and
Paul Katami & Jeff Zarrillo — who wish to marry but cannot because of

Proposition 8.

Kris and Sandy have been together for more than ten years and their family
includes four boys. Both are in public service — Kris leads a childhood
health and education agency and Sandy works for a county health
department. Their home life centers around their kids, with PTA meetings,

soccer and music lessons taking up much of their free time.

Paul and Jeff have been together for nine years. Jeff is a general manager for
a movie theater company and Paul is a business owner. They own a home

together and are proud uncles.

Leading civil rights organizations, legal scholars, doctors, scientists, and
religious organizations filed amicus briefs in support of the the Foundation’s
case, including: the California NAACP, Mexican American Legal Defense &
Educational Fund (MALDEF), Asian Law Caucus, National Black Justice
Coalition, South Asian Bar Association of Northern California, ACLU,
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, National Center for Lesbian

Rights, retired California Court of Appeal Justice Donald King, family law
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American Foundation for Equal Rights Vote for Ted Olson and
David Boies as the "Ultimate Game Changers" on the Huffington
Post!
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