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Much of what our federal government is doing right now is not just illegal and unconstitutional, it’s also

just plain stupid. How about using some “Common Sense”?

by Jake Towne, the Champion of the Constitution

Originally published on Monday, June 8, 2009 at http://www.nolanchart.com/article6514.html

This short piece will describe “50 Laboratories” model using the current debate over federal nationalization of our health

care as a practical example. However, I want to stress that this argument can be applied to most other topics of national

concern, such as energy, the economy, retirement and even hot-button topics like same-sex marriage and abortion.

As the self-styled “Champion of the Constitution,” readers of this column are very familiar with my application of the

Constitution (http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html) to current events and issues. I confess that an affection for

the Tenth Amendment from the Constitution’s Bill of Rights runs very strong in my blood. I even believe it should be

repeated several more times in the Constitution so that posterity will never neglect it.
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“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States

respectively, or to the people.”

However, let us assume for the purpose of this article that this argument is null and void. In fact, our federal Legislative,

Judicial and Executive have behaved for the past decade as if this is the case, so whatever your personal views are, oath or

no oath, this is a fair assumption to make.

Conversely, let us also hypothetically assume the argument that all 50 States do not have Sovereignty over their own States

is also null and void, though this is fairly ridiculous. Perhaps when the day arrives where Rhode Island and Connecticut

decide to merge into the state of Rhodnecticut, or North Carolina and South Carolina combine into Carolina, we can review

this once more.

Let’s use a little common sense in regards to Obamacare, which ambitiously endeavors to provide

socialized health care to all citizens in all 50 states, forcing them to pay the same relative rates either

directly or by taxation. Many citizens are opposed to such a change, and personally I have been

finding very many eloquent opinions against this plan (http://www.facebook.com

/group.php?gid=83167615682#/topic.php?uid=83167615682&topic=8821) . Let’s place utopian

and armageddon viewpoints aside for the moment, and look at the two possible outcomes espoused

by each side in the debate.  (symbol (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rx_symbol.png) )

AGAINST - Health care costs will spiral upwards, quality of service will plummet, and the right of the individual to

choose their method of care will be infringed.

1.

FOR - Everyone will get health care, costs will be contained and reasonable, and the quality of care for the collective

whole will be OK, and the rich can opt out with a penalty payment and still choose.

2.

Well, first we certainly need a public debate to debate the finer points and not a party line vote in the House and Senate –

who would likely pass it despite, judging on prior votes, whether we have the means to do so or not. It would be interesting

to see if the bill mandates that all Members of Congress must enroll in the plan.

However, rather than embark on a possible national health care disaster, how about we try variants of these plans in a

couple of willing States for several years? (Of course all the public accounting would need to be transparent – one could

imagine Big Brother “stimulating” the plans to success behind closed doors!) Why do we not use our 50 States as “50

Laboratories”? This would provide us with the following:

A real-life feasibility study.1.

If there is success, some valuable lessons on optimization would be learned from any mistakes and generate

confidence in the plan

2.

Disaster proofing – we do not run the risk of failing the whole country on any given idea all at once3.

If the plans work, the States will be happy and may even have migration problems from all the Americans eager to arrive and

work inside the universal health care system!  We could then consider such a plan in other states or on a national level.

If the plans fail, the States should pullback and end them as soon as eventual failure becomes obvious or as they wish. Does

this sound like common sense or not?

Well, it appears that in the case of health care, we’ve already tried this in Massachusetts for the past three (3) years, hence

the overall tone of the above.  Per this article (http://reason.org/blog/show/1007140.html) from the Reason

Foundation, nationalizing Massachusett’s health care failed.  Miserably.

A separate study (http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/2009/06/03/the-economic-case-for-health-care-reform/) by the
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Cato Institute found that although Massachusetts politicians promised that the insurance mandate would reduce medical

costs. They also estimated that health insurance premiums could drop by 25-40%. Instead…

Premiums rose by 7.4% in 2007, 8-12% in 2008, and are expected to rise 9% this year

This compares to an average nationwide increase of only 5.7% over the same period

Annual health insurance costs for a family in Massachusetts average about $4,000 more than the national rate

Health care spending has also increased in Massachusetts by 23% since the coverage mandate was enacted

In my view, socialist proponents (or should I instead write “health care lobbyists”? Cui bono?) should go back to their

drawing board and try to convince another State to embark on a multi-year experiment. If this idea works so great, this

should be an absolute cakewalk, and State after State will come knocking on their doors to volunteer. This will make passing

a Constitutional amendment easier (grin). Since success is just extremely unlikely, not impossible, I wish them luck.

However, I would suggest that these proponents forget their complicated plans to enrich the few from plundering the many

for just a moment and instead study free market economics, which we have not had in our country for a long, long, time. For

a philosophical primer, please the “Health Care and Indigenous Power” section of Common Sense Revisited, available for

free download here (http://www.commonsenserevisited.com/) .

Jake Towne is running for U.S. Congress (http://www.nolanchart.com/article6373.html) in Pennsylvania’s 15th

District in the 2010 election as a citizen unaffiliated with any political parties.  Jake also writes at

www.LibertyMaven.com (../) and www.CampaignForLiberty.com (http://www.campaignforliberty.com

/article.php?author=3) .  A master campaign presentation (http://www.scribd.com/doc/15909415/Jake-Towne-

for-US-Congress-PA15-May-2009) for internet viewing is available. [Reach the Author Here!]

(mailto:jaketowne@gmail.com)

PostScript - You can listen me describe the above in Part 2 of this interview

(http://www.commonsenserevisited.com/radio_interview.php) with the anonymous author of the pamphlet “Common

Sense Revisited (http://www.commonsenserevisited.com/) ” from Wednesday.  Topics covered in the interview include

the FED, governomics, and gold.

_______________________________________________________________________

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic

Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves

and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.As always, unlike the NFL,

the author grants full permission to allow any accounts of, rebroadcasts, retransmissions, repostings of this article to your

blog or anywhere else in order to promote the Restoration of our Republic.

Veritas numquam perit. Veritas odit moras. Veritas vincit. Truth never perishes. Truth hates delay. Truth conquers.

Tu ne cede malis sed contra audentior ito. Do not give in to evil but proceed ever more boldly against it.

“Intelligence is quickness in seeing things as they are.” - George Santayana

Nolan Chart Facebook Group Page Created (http://www.nolanchart.com/article5093.html)

Summary of Articles and Bibliography for Jake Towne, the Champion of the Constitution (5/9/2009)

(http://www.nolanchart.com/article5069.html)

ShareThis (javascript:void(0))

Health Insurance Rates
Fast Free quotes for Individuals Families and

the Self Employed

www.Insureco.org

Individual Health Care
Get Quotes. Compare Plans. Apply. Come to

eHealthInsurance® & Save!

www.eHealthInsurance.com

The “50 Laboratories” Model :: Liberty Maven http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/08/the-50-laboratories-model/6049/

3 of 8 6/9/2009 4:17 PM



(http://www.amazon.com/Liberty-Maven/dp/B001V9LZV2)

(http://feeds.feedburner.com/LibertyMaven)  Subscribe To LM

(http://feeds.feedburner.com/LibertyMaven)

 
 Web  LibertyMaven

(http://libertyrider.com/)

(http://libertymaven.com/wp-content/uploads

/hr1207cosponsors.html)

(http://freedomwatchonfox.com/)

(https://www.e-

junkie.com

/ecom/gb.php?cl=48745&c=ib&aff=55229)

(http://paul-o-meter.com/)

(http://campaignforliberty.org/)

(http://intensedebate.com

/postRSS

/15702614

(javascript:

showLogin();)
Comments

There are no comments posted yet. Be the first one! (javascript: document.getElementById('IDCommentNewThreadText').focus())

(javascript:void(0);)

Enter text right here!

Post as a Guest Login (javascript: showLogin();) — Sign up (http://intensedebate.com/signup)

OpenID (javascript: IDCNav('IDCNavOpenID'); showSignupOpenIDNewThread();)

Name

Displayed next to your comments.

Email

Not displayed publicly.

Website (optional)

If you have a website, link to it here.

Submit Comment
(javascript: postComment(0);)Subscribe to None

(http://intensedebate.com/)

Post a new comment

The “50 Laboratories” Model :: Liberty Maven http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/08/the-50-laboratories-model/6049/

4 of 8 6/9/2009 4:17 PM



POPULAR COMMENTARY

Ron Paul and why the bailout should make you afraid, very afraid

(http://libertymaven.com/2008/09/22/ron-paul-and-why-the-bailout-should-

make-you-afraid-very-afraid/2020/)

Republicans, Ron Paul was your only hope (http://libertymaven.com/2008/10/08/republicans-

ron-paul-was-your-only-hope/2454/)

Official Media Guide To Attacking Ron Paul (http://www.libertymaven.com/2007/12/19/the-official-

media-guide-to-attacking-ron-paul/)

You Can't Save Free Markets By Socialism (http://libertymaven.com/2008/10/14/ron-paul-you-

cant-save-free-markets-by-socialism/2531/)

Introducing the Ron Paul-O-Meter, Does your candidate measure up? (http://libertymaven.com

/2008/06/30/introducing-the-ron-paul-paul-o-meter-does-your-candidate-measure-up/1225/)

Featured Links

American Election 2008 (http://www.american-election.com/)

Below The Beltway (http://belowthebeltway.com/)

BobBarr2008.com (http://bobbarr2008.com/)

Campaign For Liberty (http://campaignforliberty.org/)

CC Carter Music (http://cccartermusic.com/)

ChrisMartenson.com (http://chrismartenson.com/)

Conservative Political Humor (http://radioactiveliberty.com/)

Crazy For Liberty (http://www.crazyforliberty.com/)

Deaf Ron Paul Blog (http://deafronpaul.blogspot.com/)

Doug Wead The Blog (http://dougwead.wordpress.com/)

Downsize DC (http://www.downsizedc.org/)

Eliminate Debt (http://www.stopccdebt.com/)

FreedomIsPopular.net (http://freedomispopular.net/)

Funny Video Clips (http://hahavideoblog.com/)

Harry Browne (http://harrybrowne.org/)

Health Supplements (http://www.nutritionalhealthsupplements.org/)

Issues On Call (http://issuesoncall.blogspot.com/)

LewRockwell.Com (http://lewrockwell.com/)

Libertarian Party (http://lp.org/)

(http://nuttynewswire.com/)

Ron Paul 2008 (http://ronpaul2008.com/)

Ron Paul Forums (http://ronpaulforums.com/)

RonPaulAudio.Com (http://ronpaulaudio.com/)

RonPaulBlog - Former RP Campaign Members (http://ronpaulblog.com/)

RonPaulForPresident2008.Com (http://ronpaulforpresident2008.com/)

RunToGold.com (http://runtogold.com/)

Scarecrow For President (http://scarecrowforpresident.blogspot.com/)

The Daily Paul (http://www.dailypaul.com/)

The Liberty Papers (http://www.thelibertypapers.org/)

The Mises Institute (http://mises.org/)

The Other McCain (http://rsmccain.blogspot.com/)

The Paulunteer (http://www.paulunteer.com/)

Third Party Watch (http://thirdpartywatch.com/)

The “50 Laboratories” Model :: Liberty Maven http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/08/the-50-laboratories-model/6049/

5 of 8 6/9/2009 4:17 PM



United Liberty (http://unitedliberty.org/)

(http://www.topronpaulsites.com/)

(http://libertarian.zebby.org/)

(http://topofblogs.com/politics)

(http://www.blogtoplist.com/politics/)

(http://politics.onbloglist.com

/index.php?id=mrchubbs)

(http://www.blogtoplist.com/vote.php?u=32176)

(http://www.blogged.com)

(http://technorati.com/faves?sub=addfavbtn&add=http:

//www.libertymaven.com)

(http://www.sitemeter.com

/stats.asp?site=s46libertymaven) 

(http://newstex.com/)

VA Loans for New Homes

(http://www.vamortgagecenter.com/new_va_home_purchase.html)

The “50 Laboratories” Model :: Liberty Maven http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/08/the-50-laboratories-model/6049/

6 of 8 6/9/2009 4:17 PM



No Cash For Trash (http://nocashfortrash.org)

Liberty Straw Poll (http://libertystrawpoll.com)

Auto Insurance Quotes (http://autoinsurancecapital.com/)

Liberty Newswire (http://libertynewswire.com)

Art School (http://www.academyart.edu/ep/top-art-school.html)

Annuaire gratuit (http://www.51ffer.com)

Dumbocracy

Marty Beckerman

Best Price $1.84
or Buy New $14.41

Privacy Information

Archives

June 2009 (http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/)

May 2009 (http://libertymaven.com/2009/05/)

April 2009 (http://libertymaven.com/2009/04/)

March 2009 (http://libertymaven.com/2009/03/)

February 2009 (http://libertymaven.com/2009/02/)

January 2009 (http://libertymaven.com/2009/01/)

December 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/12/)

November 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/11/)

October 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/10/)

September 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/09/)

August 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/08/)

July 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/07/)

June 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/06/)

May 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/05/)

April 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/04/)

March 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/03/)

February 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/02/)

January 2008 (http://libertymaven.com/2008/01/)

December 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/12/)

November 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/11/)

October 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/10/)

September 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/09/)

August 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/08/)

July 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/07/)

June 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/06/)

May 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/05/)

April 2007 (http://libertymaven.com/2007/04/)

Follow LM on Twitter (http://twitter.com/libertymaven)

The “50 Laboratories” Model :: Liberty Maven http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/08/the-50-laboratories-model/6049/

7 of 8 6/9/2009 4:17 PM



Enter email for daily delivery of Liberty Maven:

Delivered by FeedBurner (http://www.feedburner.com)

©2009 Liberty Maven

-- The opinions expressed on LibertyMaven.com are those of each individual author and do not necessarily represent the

views or opinions of LibertyMaven.com -- (http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?362379)

Powered by WordPress (http://wordpress.org/) using Blueprint

(http://www.fireandknowledge.org/blueprint/) .

The “50 Laboratories” Model :: Liberty Maven http://libertymaven.com/2009/06/08/the-50-laboratories-model/6049/

8 of 8 6/9/2009 4:17 PM


