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By Danya P. Hernandez - As Mexican President Felipe Calderdn struggbefight fire
with fire against drug cartels in Mexico, his preeesor said legalizing drugs might be a
better strategy.

Washington, D.C. - infoZine - Scripps Howard FouimaWire - Former President
Vicente Fox is a strong advocate of this contraaéidea and said his country doesn’t
need to continue to pay the price.

“Fifty thousand kids from 15 to 25 years old haeeb killed in the last five years,” Fox
said Tuesday at Cato Institute’s Center for Glallaerty and Prosperity. “Violence does
not defeat violence.”

He explained that because Mexico is stuck betwesresf the largest drug producers,
such as Colombia and Venezuela, and the biggestiomer, the U.S., Mexico has been
given the job of drug control by the U.S.

The location is ideal for drug cartels, which canbusly fight for control of key areas for
transportation through Mexico and distribution elés the U.S. border.

Vicente Fox, former president of Mexico, speaksudlubug legalization Tuesday at the
Cato Institute’s Center for Global Liberty and Ryesty. He said it might end the war
and bloodshed in Mexico. SHFWire photo by Dany&al&nandez

Even though legalization poses controversial etlaind moral questions, Fox said the
responsibility lies in the hands of parents to edecheir children and, ultimately, in the
individuals who decide to use drugs.

“Do we really expect that the government will ecade the drugs from the face of the
earth?” Fox asked.

He referred to other countries, including Hollamdi #ortugal, that have adopted
legalization of drugs as a method to eradicatgall¢rafficking. The 2008 annual report
by the Instituto da Droga e da ToxicodepandenB&ia(Institute of the Drug and Toxic
Dependency) showed that many categories of illdgal use among Portuguese teens



decreased during the first five years.

Calderdn has been cited as having changed his abiodt drug legalization.

“We must do everything to reduce demand for drBgs.if the consumption of drugs
cannot be limited, then decision-makers must seaiersolutions, including market
alternative, in order to reduce the astronomicatiegs of criminal organizations,” he
said Sept. 29 in a speech at the Americas SoanetyCauncil of the Americas in New
York.

Mexico does not penalize drug consumption, onlpitsluction distribution.

“If something is not done, who knows how Mexicolvaé after the war,” Fox said.

Fox has been asked why he didn’t propose legatizatihen he was in office, from 2000
to 2006. He responded that drug violence was simglyas high back then as it is now.

He said the main urgency is to protect citizens Wawee been directly affected by the
violence.

Fox talked about the lack of opportunities for yg@generations. He said only 22 percent
of Mexico’s young adults are attending a universayd the lack of opportunities can
encourage them to join drug cartels and organizeaecgangs.

“Either they pay with their life, or they work withe cartels,” Fox said.

Mexico’s economy will depend on the education sfyibung people. As they become the
next generation of entrepreneurs, Fox said, thdéycairy the torch to rebuild the
country’s economy.

Fox said it is crucial for the government to beropanded and start making decisions
that ensure the well being of the people.

“Mexican society has fear and fear is not a goodsad,” Fox said.



