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The New York Times’ Caucus blog leads with the headline, “The Early Word: Balking at Health Care
Costs.”  Indeed, that’s the watch word of the last few days after Congressional Budget Office Director
Douglas Elmendorf shook things up when he testified that the Democrats’ proposed legislation would
add to, not reduce, the federal deficit.

The Atlantic’s Marc Ambinder reports on the logic behind the Obama Administration’s focus on costs,
but points out:

The basic problem with the cost argument is that it elides over an important point, one that the
White House wants to make publicly but cannot: in order to reduce costs in the short term, reform
will cost something extra in the near-term. A deeper point they cannot make: it may take MORE
money to build a better system. Only when that system produces better outcomes — this would be
years off — can true cost-savings be realized.

And on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s blog, the Urban Institute health policy director John
Holahan says, “So is $1.6 trillion a lot of money?  In most contexts, it truly is. But in the context of the
health reform debate the number needs to be better understood.” Then he elaborates.

The flip side of all that spending?  Cato’s Michael Cannon thinks “the docs are supporting the
Democrats’ health care plans because the Democrats are buying them off.”

Finally, Michelle Malkin notes that administrative costs to the federal government are not included in
CBO’s estimates and says, “The administrative costs and spillover spending effects will be
astronomical. Look at existing federal programs.”

 Also from weekend, you might want to check out a new interactive health reform timeline from the
New York Times (screen grab below.)
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If you’re looking for an even more detailed timeline, you can find it on the Kaiser Family Foundation
site. (note: KHN is a program of KFF).

This entry was posted on Monday, July 20th, 2009 at 10:42 am and is filed under Uncategorized. You
can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. Responses are currently closed, but
you can trackback from your own site.
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