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Are Farm Subsidies Progressive?

In short: No, they're not, largely because thedatgubsidies go to the biggest, richest
farmers. But even if they didn’t, Sallie James obse that farmers in general areher
than most peopie

Farmers argvealthier(second graph from the bottom) agmn higher income$ourth
graph from the bottom) than the average U.S. haldefheiraverage debt-to-asset
ratiois about 12 percent (third graph from the bottore)y low relative to thaverage
U.S. householdThose should be the relevant data for any pregnégtest.

Average household income of family farms, by ERS farm typology, 2007-11f
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Sowrce: Agriculfural Resowce Managemen! Suney, ERS and NASS, USDA.

America’s agricultural sector is very productiveadthat’'s an excellent thing and a real
source of strength for the country. But it mearag fhmerican farmers, though few in



number, are pretty well off. They don’'t need sulesdBut though few in number,
they’'re many in congressional representation.



