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The Koch Brothers are billionaires through the theft of public assets 
1. Koch Industries, which the brothers own, is one of the top ten polluters in the 
United States — which perhaps explains why the Kochs have given $60 million to 
climate denial groups between 1997 and 2010.  

 
2. The Kochs are the oil and gas industry’s biggest donors to the congressional 
committee with oversight of the hazardous Keystone XL oil pipeline. They and their 

employees gave more than $300,000 to members of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee in 2010 alone.  
 
3. From 1998-2008, Koch-controlled foundations gave more than $196 million to 

organizations that favor polices that would financially enrich the two brothers. In 
addition, Koch Industries spent $50 million on lobbying and some $8 million in PAC 
contributions.  
 

4. The Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs accused Koch Oil of scheming to 
steal $31 million of crude oil from Native Americans. Although the company claimed 
it was accidental, a former executive in this operation said Charles Koch had known 

about it and had responded to the overages by saying, “I want my fair share, and 
that’s all of it.”  
 
5. The Kochs are suing to take over the Cato Institute, which has accused the Kochs 

of attempting to destroy the group’s identity as an independent, libertarian think and 
align it more closely with a partisan agenda.  
 

6. A Huffington Post source who was at a three-day retreat of conservative 
billionaires said the Koch brothers pledged to donate $60 million to defeat President 
Obama in 2012 and produce pledges of $40 million more from others at the retreat.  
 

7. Since 2000, the Kochs have collected almost $100 million in government contracts, 
mostly from the Department of Defense.  
 
8. Koch Industries has an annual production capacity of 2.2 billion pounds of the 

carcinogen formaldehyde. The company has worked to keep it from being classified 
as a carcinogen even though David Koch is a prostate cancer survivor.  
 

9. The Koch brothers’ combined fortune of roughly $50 billion is exceeded only by 
that of Bill Gates in the United States.  
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