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“Have you ever wondered why conservatives are so opposed to government interference 
in the marketplace yet so tolerant, even welcoming, of its role in our personal lives?” asks 
Bloomberg columnist Caroline Baum. She observes: 

The idea that government knows best is anathema to fiscal conservatives, who 
believe in a limited government of enumerated powers. How is it that same 
government can be the ultimate authority on how we live our lives, whom we can 
marry, how we raise our children, where we worship, what we inhale and ingest, 
and what we do behind closed doors?  

When Baum asks the question of Cato Institute libertarian David Boaz and Heritage 
Institute conservative David Azerrad, she gets illuminating responses. 

 


