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Environmentalists rhetoric on forest conservation might level off, because the amount of forested 

area in the U.S. has rapidly increased. 

The amount of forested area in the U.S. has grown substantially since 1990 according to World 

Bank data aggregated and posted by HumanProgress.org Saturday. The growth of forested area 

isn’t limited to post 1990 however, America has more trees today than it did in 1900. 

 

http://humanprogress.org/f1/2150/1990/2015/United%20States
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/more-trees-than-there-were-100-years-ago-its-true


Source: HumanProgress.org 

“Forest growth nationally has exceeded harvest since the 1940s. By 1997, forest growth 

exceeded harvest by 42 percent and the volume of forest growth was 380 percent greater than it 

had been in 1920,” states an assessment from the Food and Agriculture Organization published 

in 2000. 

 The increase in American trees and forested area is due to a tree plantations which plant more 

trees than they harvest and the population movement from rural areas to cities and suburbs. 

Research published in Nature estimates that there are 3.04 trillion trees, or approximately 422 

trees for every person on Earth. 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/x4995e.htm
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/x4995e.htm
http://www.nature.com/articles/nature14967.epdf?referrer_access_token=fbrvwx0lOKFkW67wFuMwMtRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0PkYJmQ6VQcpxIB4Tt0SaQywsN0n2B7UMpxadfI0w_ofNLDLlhk4cGLww_vHFe5rlmtuL6JJLDXGjTbqp0LHRxHawN0BUWv-ba9M693guFIT54AWKzZtSprsyyvMggg4pEISGylRfkA2Rq5ipRyjk4nIhzTx83i_EaKNktm_uQMo1ngHh5y-rNlaF4sYnoJP-6shYWyI0Sevc1bS6HKeMD-idr3_NdCW_kyS8GkBOYfdSe4ci5jMMlfjpNpce_KMtcw7oHe0TzlLVH0ZHdDP2xrMOFZwxLM74RjTaTeGxAQHw%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.nature.com/articles/nature14967.epdf?referrer_access_token=fbrvwx0lOKFkW67wFuMwMtRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0PkYJmQ6VQcpxIB4Tt0SaQywsN0n2B7UMpxadfI0w_ofNLDLlhk4cGLww_vHFe5rlmtuL6JJLDXGjTbqp0LHRxHawN0BUWv-ba9M693guFIT54AWKzZtSprsyyvMggg4pEISGylRfkA2Rq5ipRyjk4nIhzTx83i_EaKNktm_uQMo1ngHh5y-rNlaF4sYnoJP-6shYWyI0Sevc1bS6HKeMD-idr3_NdCW_kyS8GkBOYfdSe4ci5jMMlfjpNpce_KMtcw7oHe0TzlLVH0ZHdDP2xrMOFZwxLM74RjTaTeGxAQHw%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=www.washingtonpost.com

