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How Corrupt Governments Make a Killing on Human Organs
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In December, the Council of Europe released a regdleging that Hashim Thagi, the prime minister oEKeo, is the
leader of a criminal ring that smuggles contrabandcluding human organs -- throughout Easterrofer While organ-
trafficking stories are hardly new, Thagi's haszabye twist: According to the COE, the prime ministeed money

generated from human organ sales to cement hiscablpower in Kosovo, and he continues to profitrirthe traffic, h
along with many members of his Cabinet. Roslan Rawary/WFP/Getty Inages

Thagi's ring traces its roots to the Kosovo war (f8t2999. At that time, NATO forces shelled the regioan attempt to expel Yugoslavian President
Slobodan Milosevic, whose Serbian forces were cotimgiacts of genocide. At the same time, the Kosaberation Army was fighting against the
Serbians on the ground. Thagi rose to power asieddee "Drenica Group," a prominent part of the KLA.

Consolidation Through Coercion

According to the COE report, while Thagi owed muchisfgower to his relationship with the U.S. and othexsW®rn powers, he also controlled illegal
trade throughout the region. In addition to hunraffitking and the sex trade, the Drenica Group s@édpons, narcotics, stolen motor vehicles,
cigarettes and other contraband, according to ©E.C

As it expanded its smuggling operations into WesEirrope, the group consolidated power through aissdEms, beatingand other forms of coercic
By mid-1999, the Drenica Group was in charge of Kosowohstruction and fuel industries, and Thagi hgzbanted himself prime minister.

At the same time, the COE report asserts, Shaip Mujigh-level Drenica official, set up a series efethtion facilities that were designed to transport
captives from the Serbian war front to Tirana,dhpital of Albania. In addition to Serbian prisonefsvar, the KLA also gathered alleged traitors,
including "large numbers of ethnic Albanians, as welRoma and other minorities."

A Wartime Atrocity, a Peacetime Business

While most of the detention facilities were repugmbsarmhouses, at least one was built for the spgmifpose of organ trafficking. Located near
Tirana, it included what the report describes astste-of-the-art reception centre. . . . It wasestyds a makeshift operating clinic, and it was iteead
which some of the captives held by the KLA membetsafiliates had their kidneys removed againstrtheli.” These kidneys were then sold "to
private overseas clinics as part of the internatidsiack market' of organ trafficking for transpiation.” Many of these allegediyentto Istanbul
where they were used by Yusuf Ercin Sonmez, a Tuddasttor.

After the war, the organ extraction program gainéelal of respectability through the developmenth&Medicus clinic a hospital located near
Pristina, the capital of Kosovo. Dr. Sonmez, who baen barred from practicing medicine in Turkey'Bljshealth sectomventto work at the clinic,
performing transplants for wealthy German, Polishin&lian and Israeli patients. Donors came from Rubkildova, Kazakhstan and Turkey, where
they were solicited with promises of huge payoffs.

In 2008, EULEX, the European Union's legal missioK@sovo, began an investigation into the clinic fsrrble in the organ trade. Recently, five
doctorswere indictedor “trafficking in human organs, organized crimejawful exercise of medical activities and abusiffgcial authority." In
addition to claims that Medicus was illegally tralasyping organs, it also was accusedloéatingits donors After removing their organs, the clinic
allegedly refused to pay the donors, transportiregrt to the airport before they had fully recoveredh their surgeries.

In China, Turning Political Prisonersinto Profit

Kosovo isn't the only country with an extens stati-sponsored transplantation program. In China, orgamsoutinel harvested from condemn
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political prisoners and are often sold to foreignfer prices far below the transplantation coststiver countries. While China's program doesn't have
Kosovo's genocidal component, it is still used esvanue generator and a means of disposing of esesfithe state.

China has been performing organ transplants shre@260s, but the roots of its organ trade track tithe early 1980s. As part of its move away from

socialism, the country begatashing health camxpendituresin 1980, China covered 36% of health care castthie country. By 2005, that number

had dropped to 17%. Over the same period, the pragewnf health care costs covered out-of-pocketdtients almost tripled, from 20% to 59%.

To make up the difference, hospitals began seagdbinhigh-profit operations that could shore ugithbottom lines. The military, which is permittes t
engage in commerce, also was searching for waysgmwe its finances. What resulted wasiéitary/medicalcollaboration Many of China's leading

transplantation centers were either owned or extelysstaffed by the military.

A Prime Source of Healthy Organs

Having developed an extensive transplantation itrixetire, China needed a steady source of orgaissillegal to transplant organs without a donor's
consent in China, but984 lawallowed the state to harvest organs from condemriedners who agreed to the operation. In the fohovdecades,
China developed an extensive prisoner organ haivesstry, offering low-price transplants to bottnekestic and international patients. In the face of
international condemnation, it has developed a rtragétional postmortem organ donation program,tbatbulk of China's transplanted orgatif

comefrom condemned prisoners.
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State Tradein Human Organs

While Chinese authorities emphasize that prisorgarodonation is voluntary, there is evidence wgsst
otherwise. Dr. Wang Guoqi, a Chinese physician who \es®ly involved with the organ tradallegedthat it
was"rife with corruption” and that prisoners often diicgive consent for harvesting. Moreover, he disscribed
brutal transplant conditions, including one incidienwhich he and several fellow doctdrarvested organs fron

prisoner who was still alive.

There have also been allegations that China's drgaresting system is being used as a weaponwaitegainst
Falun Gong, a political and religious group thgpages the Communist government. Falun Gong exherts i
members to refrain from smoking, drinking, prenaritex, homosexuality and drug use, policies trekerthem
prime candidates to be organ donors.

Following mass arrests, many members of Falun Gefuged to identify themselves to captors, fearag their
families would face retribution. Many of these priscs subsequently "disappearefictordingto a reporby
David Matas, a human rights lawyer, and David Kilgauformer member of the Canadian parliament, some
transplant coordinators have openly admitted theit brgans come from Falun Gong prisoners.

Like any valuable commodity, the high price of argdas fueled a trade that is often shady and iae. Some pundits have argued that the problem
could be solved through a program of voluntary ordanation and sale. The libertari@ato Institutefor example, theorized that if 0.06% of healthy

people aged 18 to 65 sold one of their kidneyseteuld no longer be a waiting list for the organs.

Outside of China and Kosovo, where the definitiofivoluntary donation” is highly questionable, otlkeuntries have experimented with organ sales.
Some, likelndia and thePhilippines outlawed the market in legal organ sales afterodisring that it was subject to rampant abuse aaithtiany
"voluntary donors" were being coerced into sellingit organs. Other countries, includilngn, continue to operate legal organ-selling marksasonly
allowing citizens to sell organs but flying in doadrom other countries such dmsrdan

Unfortunately, the organ donation problem has narcdelution. China's program is morally repugneifiije those of Iran and India are subject to
serious corruption. For that matter, even the UyStesn of organ procurement is susceptible to méatijon by extremely wealthy patients, Sfeve
Jobs'20009 liver transplandemonstrated.

Ultimately, only one thing about this is certainatgtrun organ-transplant programs are a presanifgiohuman rights disasters.
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