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THE BIG QUESTION, July 17: Michael D. Tanner

The Big Question for Friday, July 17 is:
Are the Democrats’ health care proposals worth the big price tag?

Cato Institute Senior Fellow Michael D. Tanner, said:

“At a time of rising unemployment and economic stagnation, this costly shift in health care policy is like throwing an anchor to a
drowning man.

If one totals up all the new taxes in the House Democratic health reform bill—the income tax surtax, the penalties on businesses
that fail to provide and individuals who fail to buy the governments prescribed health care plan, as well as other frees and
taxes—the cost to American taxpayers will top $800 billion.

On top of that, studies suggest that the plan could increase insurance premiums by 75-95 percent. That’s a big cost for a health
care plan that will likely lead to Americans receiving less and lower quality health care.

After all, this is a health care plan under which millions of Americans will be forced out of their current health insurance plan and
into a government-run plan. It is a plan that limits Americans choices and would almost certainly lead to the eventual rationing
of care.

To ask Americans to pay more for the dubious mercies of government-run health care is simply to add insult to injury.”

ShareThis

7/20/2009 3:43 PM



The Hill Blog » THE BIG QUESTION, July 17: Michael D. Tanner

2 of 4

&

Cagitod Hill Brondeasting Network

TO UPLOAD

YOUR OWN

POLITICAL
VIDED, CLICK

R il It's FREE
OWN ACCOUNT. to qet.

QuesTioNs EEGGRAA3

& ANswERS
This section is a Q&A to use.
slot featuring interviews|
with members of
Congress and
sometimes with senior
aides, selected lobbyists
and policy experts. The
Hill will ask the
questions, but we
welcome your input; to
help us shape the
discussion please send

your comment.

Latest Message

The Hill : The Hill spoke Toq et her a
with Rep. James :

Oberstar(D-Minn.), (A 69_?,2:53
Chairman of the House 7

Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee,
about how funding for
transportation projects
has been received under
the Economic Stimulus
package and how he
hopes to fund
transportation in the
future.

OO0 0000
MIMBER NAME

The Hill : What's your
opinion of how the
administration has set out

Blog Archives

By Month

LAWMAKERS WEBSITES

Blogroll

o Capital Games
o Daily Kos

o DCCC

o DNC

o Drudge Report
o DSCC

o Judicial Watch
o NRCC

o NRSC

o Political Animal
o RNC

o The
ChamberPost
The Corner

[¢]

http://blog.thehill.com/the-big-question-july-17-michael-d-tanner/

7/20/2009 3:43 PM



The Hill Blog » THE BIG QUESTION, July 17: Michael D. Tanner

3 of 4

o The Huffington
Post

o The Note
o The Plank

« Classifieds

o All Ads
o Employer

Spotlight

o Employment
o For Rent

« Features

o Capital Living

« House

o Challengers
o Incumbents

« Resources

Last 6 Issues

PR Newswire
Useful Links

Write Your

Congressman

O O O O

« Senate

o Challengers
o Incumbents

« The Hill
Comment

Ben Goddard
Byron York
David Hill
David Keene
Dick Morris
Editorials
John Fortier
Josh Marshall
Letters

Lynn Sweet
Mark Mellman

Op-Eds

O 0O 0O OO0 0O O O O 0 O

o Weyants World

« The Hill News

o Business &
Lobbying

o Campaign 2008
o K Street Insiders

o Leading the
News

http://blog.thehill.com/the-big-question-july-17-michael-d-tanner/

7/20/2009 3:43 PM



The Hill Blog » THE BIG QUESTION, July 17: Michael D. Tanner http://blog.thehill.com/the-big-question-july-17-michael-d-tanner/

o The Executive
o Under the Dome

Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions
Powered by WordPress | Entries and comments feeds.

4 of 4 7/20/2009 3:43 PM



