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The United States is helping one of the most vicious authoritarian regimes in the world bomb and 

blockade one of the poorest and most defenseless countries in the world. 

 

Painful as it may be for Americans to hear, war crimes are being committed with America’s 

support. 

 

Saudi Arabia launched its war on Yemen in 2015 on flimsy national security grounds and almost 

immediately garnered criticism from the United Nations and human rights groups for 

indiscriminate bombings, and in some cases deliberate targeting, of civilian areas. 

 

Saudi bombs have landed on residential homes, marketplaces, refugee camps, schools, hospitals, 

and at least one funeral. In spite of these allegations and clear evidence of extreme human 

suffering, the United States has supported the Saudi campaign from the beginning by 

providing refueling assistance, logistical support, intelligence cooperation, 

and diplomatic cover (not to mention massive arms sales ). 

 

To date, conservative estimates put the number of Yemenis killed by Saudi bombs at more than 

13,500 (including more than 5,000 confirmed civilians). What has made the situation an order of 

magnitude worse is Saudi Arabia’s de facto blockade of Yemen’s air, sea, and land ports, 

preventing the delivery of much needed humanitarian aid. 

 

The main sewage plant in Yemen’s capital Sana’a ran out of fuel, couldn’t import more, and 

hasn’t run for months at a time, helping intensify the spread of disease. More than 900,000 

Yemenis are suffering from cholera, a disease that could be treated if the Saudis would permit 

entry of aid and medical supplies. 

 

But, according to the BBC, the Saudis have turned away up to 29 vessels with 300,000 tons of 

food and 192,000 tons of fuel, plus a UN ship transporting 1,300 tons of health, water, sanitation, 

hygiene, and nutrition supplies. 

 

About 17 million Yemenis are in urgent need of food; 7 million of those are facing starvation. 

Roughly 400,000 children under the age of five are suffering from acute malnutrition and, if 

Yemen doesn’t get relief soon, up to 150,000 of those children will likely die within a few 

months. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcdzEPaLyWk
https://news.vice.com/story/this-congressman-is-calling-out-the-us-for-potential-war-crimes-in-yemen
https://news.vice.com/story/this-congressman-is-calling-out-the-us-for-potential-war-crimes-in-yemen
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/18/confidential-u-n-report-suggests-saudi-led-coalition-failing-in-yemen/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde31/3390/2016/en/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-saudi-un/saudi-led-strikes-in-yemen-break-international-law-u-n-coordinator-idUSKBN0NU0PN20150509
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/04/13/saudi-coalitionus-curb-civilian-harm-yemen
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-40655127
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/30/targeting-saada/unlawful-coalition-airstrikes-saada-city-yemen
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/15/saudi-led-coalition-admits-to-bombing-yemen-funeral
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/11/us-aerial-support-saudi-campaign-yemen-soars-trump.html
http://www.newsweek.com/yemen-civil-war-us-saudi-arabia-airstrikes-houthi-rebels-587018
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-saudi-yemen-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-expands-intelligence-sharing-with-saudis-in-yemen-operation-idUSKBN0N129W20150411
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/927672843504177152
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2017/03/29/centcom-chief-vital-us-interests-at-stake-in-yemen/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/03/21/yemen-embargo-arms-saudi-arabia
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57052#.WgCuhWJSxhA
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57052#.WgCuhWJSxhA
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Yemen_Humanitarian_Situation_Report__August_to_September_2017.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/27/yemen-coalitions-blocking-aid-fuel-endangers-civilians
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/27/yemen-coalitions-blocking-aid-fuel-endangers-civilians
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/11/13/saudi-claims-ease-yemen-blockade-cruel-fiction
https://www.vox.com/world/2017/11/14/16648848/yemen-congress-trump-saudi-salman
https://www.vox.com/world/2017/11/14/16648848/yemen-congress-trump-saudi-salman
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42015187
http://www.dw.com/en/yemen-facing-largest-famine-in-decades-if-blockade-isnt-lifted-un-aid-chief-says/a-41308061


Journalists from CBS News, looking to shine a light on what the United Nations has called a 

“man-made catastrophe,” were recently denied entry into Yemen by Saudi authorities. Riyadh 

doesn’t want the world to know what it’s doing. CBS instead found Yemenis willing to film the 

horror, which aired on 60 Minutes this past weekend. 

 

The stomach-churning footage is not easy to watch. David Beasley, who runs the UN’s World 

Food Program, told 60 Minutes that, “the Saudi-led coalition” – a phrase he apparently used 

advisedly to include the United States – “are using food as a weapon of war. And it’s 

disgraceful.” 

 

Let’s be clear: there is no credible strategic justification for US complicity in this abominable 

cruelty. The Saudis claim the war is necessary to crush the Houthi militants in Yemen, a group 

that has received backing from Iran. 

 

Incidentally, Iranian support for the Houthis was negligible until well into the Saudi air 

campaign, with Iran boosting support largely in response to Riyadh’s offensive. In any case, the 

war itself has done more to bolster the position of Al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Yemen than to 

effectively push back against Iranian influence. 

 

But even if that weren’t the case, nothing can justify this kind of brutal collective punishment 

and excruciating human suffering inflicted on millions of innocent people. Putting hundreds of 

thousands of children at risk of starvation is an intolerable crime, and only one among many 

currently being perpetrated. 

 

Shamefully, the issue doesn’t elicit nearly the level of outrage as President Trump’s Twitter 

feuds and rhetorical attacks on professional athletes. The public indifference is rather shocking. 

A few members of Congress have spoken out publicly against the savagery in Yemen. Senator 

Chris Murphy (D-CT) has repeatedly made the case for restricting U.S. military support for 

Saudi operations in Yemen, has called on Riyadh to lift the blockade, and has accused the U.S. 

of complicity in war crimes. 

 

Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), too, has forcefully condemned U.S. involvement in Saudi crimes. 

Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA), Rep. Walter Jones (R-NC), and Rep. Mark Pocan (D-WI) have joined 

the chorus. 

 

And last week the House passed a non-binding resolution declaring U.S. involvement 

unauthorized. Unfortunately, the executive branch is insulated from these somewhat meager 

efforts to check and balance. 

 

As Cato’s foreign policy team has said from the beginning, the United States should immediately 

halt all support to Saudi Arabia and use its influence to allow Yemen the relief it needs. The 

manner in which the war is being conducted will cast a long shadow over America’s reputation, 

and undermines Americans’ claim to uphold human rights. 

 

And empowering some of the most violent and extreme elements within Yemen is likely to 

increase threats to U.S. national security down the road. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/when-food-is-used-as-a-weapon/
https://www.cbsnews.com/videos/its-just-desperation-and-death-its-as-bad-as-it-gets/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/05/16/contrary-to-popular-belief-houthis-arent-iranian-proxies/?utm_term=.0b61e43b64f4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-iran-houthis/exclusive-iran-steps-up-support-for-houthis-in-yemens-war-sources-idUSKBN16S22R
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-us-backed-war-in-yemen-is-strengthening-al-qaeda
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/yemen-aqap/
https://www.npr.org/2017/05/23/529730650/aid-workers-in-yemen-express-alarm-at-u-s-saudi-arms-deal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=YcdzEPaLyWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iTwhnLoPgdw
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4673492/sen-rand-paul-yemen-saudi-arabia
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/10/opinion/yemen-war-unconstitutional.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/10/opinion/yemen-war-unconstitutional.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/11/13/house-yemen-civil-war-authorization-244868
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/pulling-back-now-wont-absolve-american-involvement-yemen
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/how-trump-empowering-saudi-destruction-yemen
https://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/us-should-stop-supporting-war-yemen
https://www.cato.org/blog/americas-contradictory-yemen-policies
https://www.cato.org/blog/president-obama-can-end-war-yemen
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