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The case against Mike Huckabee

By Chris Cillizza

Should former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee run for president? Photo by Chip

Somodevilla/Getty Images

Yesterday we made the case for why former Arkansas Gov. Mike

Huckabee should run for -- and can win -- the Republican presidential

nomination in 2012.

Today we make the opposite case.

* A (non) organization man: Huckabee has spent the years in

between his 2008 presidential run and today building his personal

brand that now includes books, a radio show and a television show on

Fox News Channel. What he hasn't done in that time is build any larger-

scale campaign operation much beyond the spartan group he relied on

in 2008. Huckabee allies insist that he can get by on his largely-

volunteer organization composed of church-goers and home school

advocates as he did last time around. But remember that while his non-

formal organization worked in Iowa, it also ensured that he could not

washingtonpost.com  >  Politics   >   The Fix 

NEWS LOCAL POLITICS OPINIONS SPORTS Business Arts & Living Search The Washington Post

Going Out Guide Jobs Cars Real Estate Rentals Classifieds

Login You need to be logged into Facebook to see your

friends' activity

Last veteran of WWI dies in W. Va. at age 110

908 people shared this.

Bill Gates - How teacher development could
revolutionize our schools

350 people shared this.

Ohio, Wisconsin shine spotlight on new union
battle: Government workers vs. taxpayers

333 people shared this.

Synthetic marijuana widely used at Naval
Academy, some midshipmen say

122 people shared this.

Robert J. Samuelson - Is organized labor
obsolete?

157 people shared this.

Chinese police face down Middle East-style
protests

514 people shared this.

Facebook social plugin

About Chris  |    @TheFix  @TheHyperFix  @FixAaron  @FixRachel  |   Facebook  |  Fast Fix  |   RSS

THE FAST FIX

Chris Cillizza is your man in

Washington, breaking

dow n the political new s of

the day -- 60 seconds at a

time. Watch the show

here -- live every day at 7

a.m. And if  you've got a

political issue you'd like to

see broken dow n on The

Fast Fix, send an e-mail.

THE FIX NEWSLETTERS

Get the Morning Fix and the

new  Afternoon Fix

delivered to your inbox or

mobile device for easy

access to the top political

stories of the day. All you

need is one click to get

Morning Fix and

Afternoon Fix!

THE LIVE FIX

Join the Fix Fridays at 11

a.m. ET to discuss the

latest in campaigns and

political news.

•Live Q & A 

• Transcripts 

•  RSS Feed

POLITICS & PINTS

Love political trivia? Send

an email w ith "Politics and

Pints" in the subject line to

us and w e'll make sure you

know  about upcoming

"Politics and Pints"

events.

SEARCH THIS BLOG

 

5

6

TheFix Andrew Sullivan to @dailybeast. Big news in media world. http://ht.ly/44MnA
44 minutes ago � reply

FixAaron RT @FHQ: FL GOP chair Bitner is hoping for a compromise where FL is allowed to
after IA/NH/NV/SC but before March 6. http://ow.ly/44LlR

Hello jdkolassa Sign Out Subscribe Mobile Multimedia Today's Paper

2/28/2011 The Fix - The case against Mike Hucka…

…washingtonpost.com/…/the-case-agai… 1/5



Find us on Facebook

Glen Michael Stev e A lksabdre Ed

Troy A lessandra C raig

The Fix

13,912 people like The Fix.

Like

5

6

The Fix The "Fix Faceoff" is at 11! Tweet questions like
"Whose stock is higher right now, Scott Walker or Natalie
Portman?" using #fixfaceoff

3 hours ago � via HootSuite

The Fix

Fix Face-Offs!

Got plans Monday at 11 a.m.? Cancel them. And put the
"Fix Face-Off" on your calendar! The idea is simple: you
propose the face-off -- any face-off at all -- and we will
offer a ruling on them. Offer your submissions below
and then tune in at 11 a.m. Monday to watch the "Face-
Off" live...

3 hours ago

The Fix Monday Fix column sneak peek: Of the 10 states
where Obama outperformed Kerry by 8 or more points, he
lost 4. (UT, NE, MT and ND)

19 hours ago � via HootSuite

Facebook social plugin

capitalize on the momentum his caucus win should have created for him.

Huckabee flailed in New Hampshire, narrowly missed a win in South

Carolina and was helpless to match the efforts of former Gov. Mitt

Romney (Mass.) and Sen. John McCain (Ariz.) in Florida. While

Huckabee allies tout 2008 as evidence that he doesn't need a

traditional political organization, it's better understood as a missed

opportunity largely because he didn't have a real organization in place.

Huckabee's unwillingness to build that sort of operation heading into

2012 means that even if he could pull off another Iowa caucus win, he

would likely fail to capitalize on it. Again.

* Money matters: A corollary to Huckabee's unwillingness or inability to

put together a serious organization is his unwillingness or inability to put

the pieces in place to raise the tens of millions he would need to

compete seriously. In 2008, Huckabee raised $16 million for his

campaign, a sum that was dwarfed by the likes of Romney, McCain and

former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani. While Huckabee's

communications skills allowed him to excel in retail campaign states like

Iowa and, to a lesser extent, South Carolina, he was non-competitive in

larger states -- Florida, for one -- where millions were needed to reach

voters on the airwaves. Huckabee allies insist he would have more

financial backing this time around and note that his high name

identification means he wouldn't need to raise or spend as much. True.

But, if the the race goes beyond the first three states of Iowa, New

Hampshire and South Carolina, Huckabee looks almost certain to watch

as he is drastically outspent by rivals more committed to the cash

collection process. Again.

* The pardon problem: Huckabee's pardon commutation of the

sentence of Maurice Clemmons, a man who murdered four police

officers in Seattle, Washington in 2009, is a major problem. While

Huckabee's explanation of why he did what he did -- Clemmons was

serving a 108-year sentence for robbery and theft when Huckabee

commuted his sentence to 47 years and made him eligible for parole --

makes sense, it doesn't fit neatly into a 30-second ad. And, while

Clemmons is the most infamous person Huckabee ever pardoned

commuted the sentence of, he is far from the only one. In ten years as

governor, Huckabee either pardoned or commuted the sentences of

more than 1,000 people --- more than three time as many as the state's

three previous governors combined. That's an opposition researcher's

dream.

* Fiscal conservative?: While Huckabee is, first and foremost, a social

conservative, his supporters insist he can also win over fiscal

conservatives if he runs in 2012. But, Huckabee's record has rankled

many leaders in fiscal conservative circles; the CATO Institute gave

Huckabee an "F" in its 2006 fiscal policy report card -- one of only two

Republican governors to earn that "distinction". The influential Club for

Growth, too, made clear its antipathy toward Huckabee in the last

election when it spent more than $500,000 attempting to stop his

momentum in Iowa. Huckabee did raise taxes -- including the sales tax --

during his time as governor and, while he rightly notes it was done with

bipartisan support and led to a budget surplus in the state, that may not

satisfy die-hard fiscal conservatives. Huckabee faced relatively little

scrutiny on his tax record during the 2008 primary fight but it would

almost certainly be prime fodder for his opponents this time around.

* A "serious" hurdle: Huckabee made his name during the last

presidential race with his sunny demeanor and his comedic timing. But,

a winning smile and a terrific personality alone won't get you elected

president. While it's an indisputable fact that Huckabee has high

favorable numbers among voters, real questions remain as to whether

there is a difference between liking him and believing he can be

president. (Former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin may well face a similar

problem if she runs in 2012 too.) Huckabee, then, must walk a tight rope

-- stay true to the optimistic funny man that proved so winning in 2008

while also showing people that he is ready and able to be the leader of

the free world. Huckabee is an able politician but that may be too

difficult a challenge even for him.

By Chris Cillizza  | February 25, 2011; 2:43 PM ET 
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