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Every sentence Donald Trump says seems to get ruthlessly picked apart to check its veracity 

with the assumption that he is spreading misinformation. So I tried to keep a very open mind 

when I looked at his most recent claim about the “crooked” media and I can tell you it’s mostly 

true. 

This Monday, during a visit to the US central command headquarters in Tampa, Trump said that 

the media doesn’t sufficiently cover terrorism. I decided to look at the data on terrorism deaths. 

There were 29,376 deaths from terrorism in 2015, the latest year that the Institute for Economics 

and Peace (IEP) updated its figures. And guess what? Most of those deaths don’t get much 

attention from the media. As Trump said on Monday: “It’s gotten to a point where it’s not even 

being reported, and in many cases, the very, very dishonest press doesn’t want to report it. They 

have their reasons, and you understand that.” 

I tried to find out why the press might pay little attention to such an important topic. I dug into 

IEP’s figures. It turns out that 57% of all terrorism deaths since 2000 have occurred in just four 

countries: Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan. 

“The vast majority occurs in the non-western world, generally amid civil wars, and those attacks 

receive far less coverage than ones closer to home,” Benjamin H Friedman, a researcher at the 

libertarian, nonpartisan Cato Institute, told Politifact. 

Hmmm. I decided to go back and listen again to what Trump said and, oh! Silly me! I’d missed a 

bit. He actually said: “Radical Islamic terrorists are determined to strike our homeland as they 

did on 9/11, as they did from Boston to Orlando, to San Bernardino and all across Europe.” 

I see! We’re only talking about deaths in the west. OK. Let’s shelve for now the way that 

western foreign policy might have contributed to civil wars that fostered terrorism abroad. Let’s 

also set aside the fact that none of the attackers in the terrorist incidents Trump mentioned came 

from any of the seven countries targeted in his recent ban. 

Later on Monday, the White House released a list of 78 terrorist attacks (both domestic and 

international) that the president was really referring to. Aha. 

http://www.politifact.com/personalities/donald-trump/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/800885097775955974?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
http://economicsandpeace.org/reports/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2017/feb/06/donald-trump/donald-trump-wrong-media-not-reporting-terrorism-a/
http://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2014/11/07/the-cause-of-terrorism/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/10/18/its-the-occupation-stupid/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2017/02/06/here-are-the-78-terrorist-attacks-the-white-house-says-were-largely-under-reported/?utm_term=.b973d1c9fc45


I looked at those New York Times types Trump thinks are so treacherous and, yes, it turns out 

they’ve published a list showing how they and other media outlets did cover most of the attacks 

mentioned on the White House list. The Guardian’s own list is here. (Breitbart might have 19 

million unique monthly visitors but the New York Times’ 70 million still looks more 

“mainstream”, I guess). 

Meanwhile, Deadspin looked at broadcast journalism and showed (in a short video) how 75 of 

the 78 terrorist incidents actually were covered. Of the three incidents which seemed to have 

been overlooked, none had casualties – one took place in Egypt, the other in Sweden and the last 

in Chad. 

Weird. It’s almost like Trump hasn’t been reading the journalism sites he was critiquing. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/07/us/politics/the-white-house-list-of-terror-attacks-underreported-by-media.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/feb/07/full-list-of-trump-under-reported-terror-attacks-and-how-they-were-reported
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/11/white-supremacist-websites-traffic
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/11/white-supremacist-websites-traffic
https://www.poynter.org/2016/does-the-washington-post-really-have-a-bigger-audience-than-buzzfeed-probably-not/402164/
http://theconcourse.deadspin.com/donald-trump-says-u-s-media-ignored-these-78-terror-at-1792074596

