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It was the speech a traditional Republican president would give, in the traditional way a 

Republican president would give one, in the Trump era. 

"Trump touched upon a likely historic tax reform that will reduce the tax rate on USA firms to 

enable them to compete and thrive anywhere and with anyone". A ban on arrivals from seven 

mostly Muslim nations provoked nationwide demonstrations before being overturned by the 

courts. 

"The time has come for a new program of national rebuilding", Trump said, though exactly what 

"time" he has in mind for legislation is unclear. 

Axios was quoting an email from a senior administration official, following Trump's speech to 

Congress on Monday night. 

Stuart Rothenberg, a Washington analyst, said the gentler style will have been welcomed by 

Republicans but will do little to convince Mr Trump's opponents. 

Fox News emerged as the network of record as the most-watched channel in all of television 

with 10.8 million viewers, outpacing rivals in both the cable and broadcast realms. 

Former Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear is due to deliver the Democratic rebuttal to President 

Trump's address. 

"What the president says to the working people and what the president does for the wealthy and 

special interests are at odds", he said on Twitter. 

It was a more uplifting speech than his inaugural address, with several appeals for bipartisanship 

and some lines that could have been delivered by a Democrat. 

Overall, Mr Trump said he had performed well in the Oval Office so far. 

While speaking on these issues is important, most of these attacks have been going on for weeks, 

and Trump never said anything about them. 

Benjamin Friedman, research fellow in defence and homeland security studies at the CATO 

Institute said: "The reason it won't get through Congress as it stands is that while the Democrats 

agree in principle that we should increase defence spending, they don't agree on how". 



Gainesville Republican Doug Collins announced that he would be attending with Brittany Ivey, a 

Toccoa mother whose health care premiums skyrocketed under Obamacare. 

Will he reach out to Democrats and others who oppose his policies? Elizabeth Esty, D-5th 

District, said Trump may have struck a more conciliatory tone in his speech, "but at the end of 

the day it isn't the words that are uttered.it's the actions he takes". House Speaker Paul Ryan said 

it was "a home run", while Vice President Mike Pence said the speech showed the president's 

"broad shoulders" and "big heart". 

Some, people, however, though FLOTUS looked great and applauded her for her choice of outfit 

(including this writer who believes there are very few occasions at which one shouldn't wear 

sequins). 


