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The Morning Plum

By Greg Sargent

* Obama eschews "aggressive, overbearing role" in Egypt: This will

enrage conservatives who are criticizing Obama's handling of the Egypt

crisis as insufficiently heavy-handed, but do check out Fareed Zakaria's

positive contrast of Obama's approach with that of Bush:

After 9/11, Bush put a harsh spotlight on the problem of Arab

dictatorships in a way that made them impossible to ignore.

But he discredited his cause with a foreign policy that was

deeply unpopular in the Arab world ... Obama, by contrast,

pulled back from an overbearing, aggressive American role,

which made it possible for Egyptian liberals and democrats

to find their voices without being branded as U.S. puppets.

* But: As E.J. Dionne notes, Obama may yet pay a political cost for his

caution: "Ultimately, Obama will be judged by results. If the Egyptian

uprising eventually leads to an undemocratic regime hostile to the United

States and Israel, the president will pay the price."

* Also: Administration officials are privately worried that Mubarak's

sluggishness about getting that "orderly transition" started means things

could get much, much uglier.

* Health repeal battle shifts to the courts: Senate Democrats yesterday

defeated the GOP measure to repeal the Affordable Care Act, which

means it's time to redouble our attention on fighting this battle out in the

courts. There's no denying that a Supreme Court ruling against the law is

a very real possibility.

* Dems maintain unity against repeal: The courts may be the only hope

for the repeal brigade, because the fact that Senate Dems held the line

against repeal yesterday makes it clearer than ever that it's going to be

all but impossible to roll back the law by legislative means.

* Republicans vow to press on: With Senate GOPers vowing to keep

pressing ahead with legislative efforts at repeal, it remains to be seen

whether Tea Partyers will be willing to give Republicans an "A for effort" if

these efforts prove a bust.

* Dems challenge GOP: Repeal and replace with what? Expect Dems to

keep hammering away at this point from Chuck Schumer:

"If my colleagues on the other side of the aisle said: 'You

know, you're right. We have to reduce costs. We have a

better way,' and they offered a bill on the floor, well maybe

we'd take a look at it. Easy to sit there and say, 'repeal.'

What would you put in its place?"

* Obama to prove yet again to "skeptics" that he's Christian: The
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