And so another war begins...
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A day after France began sorties, the United Stadethorized by Nobel Peace Prize
winner, President Barack Obamhaas launched 112 Tomahawk Cruise missiles at Libya
to enforce aJnited Nations sanctioned “no-fly zone”

More than 112 Tomahawk cruise missiles struck @@etargets inside Libya today in the
opening phase of an international military operatioe Pentagon said was aimed at
stopping attacks led by Libyan leader Moammar Ghaimal enforcing a U.N.-backed
no-fly zone.

President Obama, speaking from Brazil shortly dfeeauthorized the missile attacks,
said they were part of a “limited military actiotd’ protect the Libyan people.

“I want the American people to know that the uséoofe is not our first choice and it's
not a choice | make lightly,” Obama said. “But wvannot stand idly by when a tyrant
tells his people that there will be no mercy.”

The first air strikes, in what is being called “Q@atgon Odyssey Dawn,” were launched
from a mix of U.S. surface ships and one Britishrsarine in the Mediterranean Sea at 2
pm ET, Vice Adm. William E. Gortney told reporteasa Pentagon briefing.

They targeted Libyan air defense missile sitedyeearning radar and key
communications facilities around Tripoli, Misratamd Surt, but no areas east of that or
near Benghazi. Because of darkness over Libyan@pidaid it was too early to
determine the strikes’ effectiveness.

As Benjamin Friedmanotes over at Cato @ Libertthe end goal of this foreign
intervention is unclear since a “no-fly zone” wilbt end the rule of Moammar Gadhafi
and poses a list of great questioggmnilar to those asked by George Withat should be
answered by the Obama Administration.

Also, Doug Mataconigoints outthat the action taken by Obama - without the aypgiro
of Congress - is contrary to his stance as a catelid

The President does not have power under the Caiigtitto unilaterally authorize a
military attack in a situation that does not inv@btopping an actual or imminent threat
to the nation.

As Commander-in-Chief, the President does haveyatdyprotect and defend the United
States. In instances of self-defense, the Preswieuld be within his constitutional
authority to act before advising Congress or segksconsent. History has shown us
time and again, however, that military action isstrguccessful when it is authorized and



supported by the Legislative branch. It is alwasefgrable to have the informed consent
of Congress prior to any military action.

That's a statement consistant with the Constityta@smoted by Rep. Ron Pa(R-TX).
Libya has not attacked us. We have no interesett®&oy why is President Obama
authorizing force? And, why is the antiwar leftsent?

Looks like neoconservative foreign policy isn’tfjder Republicans anymore.



