Iraqi Official Tied to Iran Guard Corps
at White House Meeting
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An official tied to Iran's Revolutionary Guard Csrwas part of the Iraqi delegation that
visited theWhite HouseMonday for a meeting witRresident Obamalarming some
who say Irag's growing ties to Iran are among tlstrworrisome aspect of a U.S.
pullout.

Hadi Farhan al-Amiri, Iraq's current transportatroimister, accompanied Iragi Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki and several other tdpaghdadadvisers on the high-profile visit
to Washington timed with the official wind-down OfS. military involvement irrag.

But during the rule of Iragi dictat@addam Hussejimiri served as a commander of
the Badr Corps -- a group backed at the time byRIG&C, which has been linked to
several attacks on western targets.

The inclusion of Amiri, first noted by The WashiongtTimes, comes amid questions
over whether Maliki's government will drift towaillégehran and away from Washington
as U.S. troops leave the country.

The White House, though, downplayed Amiri's inahsipointing out that even the Bush
administration reached out to Iragis who were ctoshe Iranian government during
Saddam's rule. In the context of theg war people like Amiri shared a common enemy
with America -- Saddam -- despite their ties to ltta@ian military group.

Asked about Amiri's presence at the meeting Mondai/hite House official forwarded
to FoxNews.com a photo of former Presidéebrge W. Busimeeting with Sayyed
Abdul Aziz al-Hakimin late 2006, who at the time was head of tharigle&Supreme
Council of Irag, which was part and parcel of treBforce.

The Badr Corps used to be the military wing of $upreme Council of Iraq. Like Amiri,
the late Hakim aligned with the Iranians againstdgen's regime dating back to the Iran-
Irag war in the 1980s.

But for both leaders, that contact apparently ditistop after they were brought into the
new government following Saddam's ouster.



According to a Congressional Research Service tedds. forces in 2006 arrested two
senior officials with th&Quds Force- the IRGC's special operations unit -- at Hagim'
compound, "where they were allegedly meeting withiiri. According to the report,
Iragi governmenpressure later led to the officials' release.

A group representing Iranian dissidents living inesacampment in Iraq also say Amiri
continued to work under the command of the Qudsefaifter Saddam's ouster,
repeatedly traveling to Iran and maintaining conteith Ghassem Soleimani,
commander of the Quds force, and other military m@amders.

"He has played a vital role in establishing Irdesdaran Army and Qods force's control
over Iragi security, military and administrativepapatus,” wrote Shahriar Kia, a
representative of Camp Ashraf, Iraq, where theidisds live.

"Hadi al-Amiri founded an organ named central appes in the Iragi Ministery of
Interior during the years 2005 and 2006 which eegag physical liquidation of those
opposing Iranian regime's dominance over Iragadaed in an email statement. Ashraf
members fear their protected status will be undbtiee camp is dissolved.

The Obama administration has taken a tough staygest the IRGC. The White House
official on Tuesday noted, as an example of theiadtnation "cracking down" on the
IRGC, that the Treasury Department just slappedtgars on two Iranian military
officials, one the deputy commander of the IRGC.

Obama stressed Monday that the U.S. and Iraq eipedattivate a "comprehensive
partnership,” involving trade and "scientific exobas” and joint military exercises.

Obama voiced his confidence in Maliki's resistataceutside influence. Responding to a
guestion on why the Iragi government had not cable®yria'Bashar al-Assatb step
down, Obama said he had "no doubt" Maliki was labis decisions on what is best for
Irag, and not "based on considerations of whatwaauld like to see.”

"Prime Minister Maliki has been explicit here irettinited Stateshe's been explicit back
in Iraqg in his writings and his commentary thatinigrest is maintaining Iraqi
sovereignty and preventing meddling by anybodydiesif Irag,” Obama said. "And |
believe him. And he has shown himself to be willingnake very tough decisions in the
interests of Iragi nationalism, even if they capsablems with his neighbor.”

Christopher Preble, a foreign policy analyst with Cato Institute, suggested it is
inevitable that officials with Iranian ties -- inling Maliki himself -- are in power today,
considering Iran's past opposition to Saddam.

"There is an argument to be made, be careful winatyish for,” he said.



But Preble added that while the U.S. should bericzamt" of those officials' continuing
ties with Iran, the U.S. has "quite limited levezagver whom Iraqi officials keep
contact with.

"The fact that Maliki has in his government peoplt® have ties to the Badr Corps ...
does that imply that his government is going tdeavily influenced by ... the Iranians?"
he said. "The answer is -- it depends, and notgsaciy."

But the presence in Washington of someone with IRi@€Cwould seem to clash with the
administration's attempts to crack down on the grou

Obama, as a U.S. senator, co-sponsored a bilhgdthr the designation of the Guard
Corps as a terror organization -- though he was taiticized during the 2008
presidential campaign for not signing onto a sintid.

Before the sanctions announced Tuesday, membéhns dRGC were also linked to an
alleged plot to assassinate the Saudi ambassatioe td.S. One of the defendants
charged is a member of the Quds Force. Other Qedshars were subsequently
sanctioned by the Treasury Department.

The IRGC was also believed to be involved in thenbimg of the Khobar Towers in
Saudi Arabian 1996. That attack killed 19 members of the Wn8itary. The U.S. later
brought charges against members of the Sdadbollahorganization, but not against
Iranians.



