
Home  FedLine  Subscribe  Customer Service  Contact Us  Advertise  About Us  Help

Overpaid feds?

AUGUST 25TH, 2009 | PAY & BENEFITS | POSTED BY GREGG CARLSTROM

Cato’s Chris Edwards thinks federal employees are overpaid (h/t Alyssa Rosenberg at

GovExec’s blog):

In 2008, the average wage for 1.9 million federal civilian

workers was $79,197, which compared to an average $49,935

for the nation’s 108 million private sector workers (measured in

full-time equivalents). The figure shows that the federal pay

advantage (the gap between the lines) is steadily increasing.

This is a pretty useless comparison.

66 percent of federal employees are in higher-paid “management, business, and

financial” or “professional” jobs, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Only about

36 percent of private sector employees are in those categories.

That means the private sector has a much higher concentration of low-wage jobs, in

areas like the service sector, which bring down average wages. The best example is

Wal-Mart, the largest private-sector employer in the U.S., with more than 1.5 million

employees. The most common jobs at Wal-Mart are “sales associates” and cashiers, both

of them low-skill jobs that pay scarcely above minimum wage.

A more useful comparison would be to compare federal jobs directly to their private-

sector counterparts. This is impossible in many cases, of course, since we don’t have

many private air traffic controllers or Border Patrol agents.

So instead Edwards compares FAA air traffic controllers to Wal-Mart cashiers and

complains that the former group is overpaid. Not very useful.

Tags: Cato Institute

Permalink  | August 25th, 2009

Leave a Reply

You must be logged in to post a comment.

SEARCH BOX
 
Search

PAGES

Public Service Recognition Week: A

world of service

ANDREA T. NORRIS

ARIANE L. WHITTEMORE

BRIAN J. PERSONS

BRUCE A. WIELICKI

DARYL W. KADE

DAVID A. DRABKIN

GEORGE AKST

GRACE M. BOCHENEK

JAMES T. BLAKE

JOHN B. NERGER

JOHN D. McLEAN

JULIE M. HAGENSEN

KAREN DURHAM-AGUILERA

LESTER S. DIXON

LINDA J. MEADOWS

MARGARET McKELVEY

NANCY E. RANDA

PATRICIA A. RIVERS

PATRICIA C. ADAMS

RAMONA J. SCHUENEMEYER

REBECCA R. RHODES

SHERYL J. BOURBEAU

STEVEN F. ZORNETZER

TERRI A. DICKERSON

WILLIAM H. CAMPBELL III

CATEGORIES

2009 Budget (12)

2010 Budget (9)

Agencies (302)

Agriculture (8)

Commerce (8)

Defense (28)

Education (2)

Energy (5)

Environmental Protection Agency (11)

Executive Office of the President (6)

Federal news, government operations, agency management, pay & benefits... http://www.federaltimes.com/federal-times-blog/2009/08/25/overpaid-feds/

1 of 4 8/26/2009 1:49 PM



Food and Drug Administration (8)

General Services Administration (22)

HHS (19)

Homeland Security (34)

HUD (2)

Intelligence (6)

Interior (12)

Justice (12)

Labor (3)

NASA (7)

Office of Special Counsel (3)

OMB (21)

OPM (1)

Postal Service (44)

Social Security Administration (2)

State (13)

Transportation (5)

Transportation Security

Administration (2)

Treasury (21)

Veterans Affairs (6)

Agency Management (20)

Air Force (1)

Career Information (5)

Congress (99)

Economic Stimulus (42)

Facilities (21)

Federal Travel (3)

Fleet Management (5)

Government reform (3)

HR Management (19)

Information Technology (27)

Office of Personnel Management (12)

Pay & Benefits (32)

Politics (11)

Procurement (59)

Regulation (22)

Transition (98)

Uncategorized (40)

Unions (2)

White House (33)

Workplace (11)

TAGS

A-76 AFGE bailout Barack Obama

Federal news, government operations, agency management, pay & benefits... http://www.federaltimes.com/federal-times-blog/2009/08/25/overpaid-feds/

2 of 4 8/26/2009 1:49 PM



budget Census Bureau CIA Congress
contracting cybersecurity Economic Stimulus election

energy environment FBI FEMA FERS Friday Fun

GAO GSA HHS Hillary Clinton inauguration
intelligence John Berry John Potter mail Minerals

Management Service NSPS Office of Personnel
Management OPM outsourcing Peter Orszag Postal

Service President Barack Obama Regulation Senate

State stimulus Timothy Geithner Transition
TSA Unions VA White House

FEDLINE ARCHIVE

August 2009 (23)

July 2009 (38)

June 2009 (33)

May 2009 (24)

April 2009 (35)

March 2009 (48)

February 2009 (81)

January 2009 (100)

December 2008 (53)

November 2008 (67)

October 2008 (32)

LINKS

This Week’s Poll

Federal news, government operations, agency management, pay & benefits... http://www.federaltimes.com/federal-times-blog/2009/08/25/overpaid-feds/

3 of 4 8/26/2009 1:49 PM



  

Register for free Federal Times E-Newsletter

Free for Federal Times Subscribers

Weekly Top Stories

Includes Federal Times Business Report

Pay & Benefits Manuals

Management References

Career Guides

 

All content © 2009, Army Times Publishing Company

Federal news, government operations, agency management, pay & benefits... http://www.federaltimes.com/federal-times-blog/2009/08/25/overpaid-feds/

4 of 4 8/26/2009 1:49 PM


