Firedoglake» Sorry, Cato: I's Not Just Republicans That Refuse to Cut Defepsading Pagel of 15

Home

Emptywheel
TBogg
Campaign Silo
LauraFlanders
Oxdown
ATTACKERMAN
La Figa

Christy

|Search Here... [CERRLHT]

|: | Login Here

Username} Passwo}d [T Remember Login|

« Rahnis Whipping on the Afghanistan War SupplemestalVill You?
SCOTUS:Selecting Justice, A Live Chat with CACDoug Kendalb

Sorry, Cato: It’s Not Just Republicans That Refuse to Cut  ©°

. diggs
Defense Spending digg
it
By: Blue TexanFriday June 5, 2009 10:30 am
The Cato Institute takes a look at the GOP's bbgdget A#7 Dofense Spenting
cut proposalaindisn'timpressed M Billions of Dollars
800
The GOP proposal claims savings of more than $
billion over five years, the bulk of which ($317
billion) would come from holding non-defense ~ **
discretionary spending increases to no more than zoo
inflation over the next five years. . e
$ & &’é’\(b ¥ fo“oe 6"5’\& gﬁé\ @‘Qfo & & & 49@@
First, it should be cut — period. Second, non-dsé¢ N o o &

discretionary spending only amounts to about 17% or

all the money the federal government spends irag y® singling out this pot of money
misses the bigger picturét least, defense spending, which is almost entlye
discretionary, should be included in any cap. Buit has become an article of faith in
the Republican Party that reining in defense spendg is tantamount to putting a white
flag in the Statue of Liberty’s hand.

And the Democratic Party.

While it's true that Republicans are even crazredefense spending -- witness Willard arguing that
$650Ba year isn't enough to keep us sedelier this week -- Democrats aren't much better.

Obama himsel€ampaignean increasing the size of the militeampd recentlyenewedhose pledges at
Annapolis. Yes, he's made sorhalf-asse gesture, but there are simply no prominent Democ
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proposing anything . bold and sensible icutting the militar budget in hal Unless you courGeorgt
McGovern

This is a bipartisan problem.
[graph viaYglesiag

Shard®e ] spotlight

29 Responses to “Sorry, Cato: It's Not Just Repubdians That Refuse to Cut Defense
Spending”

ART45 June 5th, 2009 10:45 ar
1

Defense spending: keeping the trough and the campaiffers well-filled.

DRepIy
egregiou June 5tf 2009 at 10:45 a
2

Are we safer yet?

DRepIy
Twain June 5th, 2009 10:49 an
3

The military will suck up every penny it can andybats of useless toys to experiment with - usualy
other countries. | say no more and a lot less. Wit e-mailing today.

DRepIy

Synoie June 5th, 2009 10:56 an

4

Defense spending. Just not cost effective.

It's a loosing proposition to propose to “cut” dese spending. It provokes a knee jerk (jerk...) ieact

It's a better meme to demand it be “cost effectiaeid have each line item focused at clearly ddfine
threats.

DRepIy
orcatjf June 5th, 20C at 10:59 ar
5

can you imagine the good we could do in the worilth $500 billion per year?

DRepI)
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Albatros« June 5t 2009 at 11:01 a

6

Why does reckless defense spending, the kind thegedl the collapse of the Soviet Union, continue to
come from Congress? Why is the government buyinlgi4illion- dollar jets that the Pentagon does
even want?

Because ofbriberiobbying of Congress by Defense Contractors, whate to election campaigns.

We need to make bribing Congress illegal again.né&d Campaign Finance Reform. Before we go the
way of the Soviet Union.

DRepIy
Teddy Partridg: June 5th, 2009 at 11:02
7

Barney Frank called for 256% cut in defense spendirgefore last fall's election. It may have been
strategic, to enable Obama to reinforce his prapasaeases, but it was a real proposal takenssyio
that went nowhere:

Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) said Democrats wilhpfies a stimulus package after the
November election, and called for a package redudefense spending by 25 percent while
saying Congress will “eventually” raise taxes.

Frank told the editorial board of the SouthCoaanh8ard-Times that he wanted to reduce
defense spending by a quarter, meaning the UnittésSwould have to withdraw from Iraq
sooner.

“The people of Irag want us out, and we want tg stzer their objection,” he said. “It's
extraordinary.”

DRepIy
Blub June 5th, 2009 at 11:18
8

| just don’t understand this whole “increase tree f the military” mantra on both sides. We onded
to increase the size of the military if we plarptosue multiple wars in multiple theaters
simultaneously. Avoid having to fight more than ahigcretionary war at one time, and you avoid
having to increase the size of the military.

As itis, the US military is already one of thegast volunteer non-conscription militaries in therld,
second only to China’s and not even by a very baggm in terms of total in uniform plus reserves.
Several countries have larger militaries (Iran’sgdpcular 11 million man army or North Korea’s 3
million), but these are conscription-based persbsinectures.

China’s pretty much the only other major powerha world interested in creating a true blue water
navy and has an overseas network of naval andsaisl{#heir String of Pearls grand strategy), aeg th
seem happy with a ratio of about 2 out of every thileisand of their population beinguniform (mucl
of it civil defense and internal security), andpaisding rate of about $200 billion a year ($80iduill
officially). We spend $750 billion a ye to put nearly 1 out of every one hundred of oysyation in
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uniform (exclusiv: of civil defense and internal security).. whichane our military i effectively 5
times larger than China’s is, per capita.

DRepIy
Hugl June 5th, 20Cat 11:19 ar
9

It isn’t really a military industrial complex anym& oreven an Iron Triangle of the military, politicia
and defense contractors. It is more a politicaligtdal alliance with the military along as props.
Civilian uses are generally more stimulative thalitany ones. A school or clinic improves the
community. A tank can never be anything more thtan&. The problem is that politicians are too lazy
and comfortable with the current system to warghange it.

National defense like healthcar overpriced and underperforming, but for politigall they want is
more of the same.

DRepIy
eCAHNomic¢ June 5tf 2009 at 11:24 a
10

If you wanted to cut defense spending, get ridliaha big weapons. The U.S. doesn’t need them,
unless it plans a war against China or Russia.

And remember, the real defense budget is approgignawo timesthe commonly reported figures. T\
of the big excluded items are nuclear, which ih@mEnergy Dept. (I think it still is, anyhow), and
Veterans are also in a separate department arefdhenot included in DOD.

DRepIy
Albatros:« June 5t 2009 at 11:33 a

11

In reply to Blub @ 8:
None of those facts matter. fact, if The Rapture came and depopulated evérgratation on Earth
tomorrow, Congress would still call for increaseef@nse spending.

Defense contractors want taxpayer money for thejepts, so they use some of that money from prior
years (also known as "profits”) to bribe Congresfund more projects. Congress having been bribed
(and threatened that if they are not bribable, thi#ybe replaced with a candidate who 1S) allosate
funds for the projects. Our tax money, and thaiwfgrandchildren, is then given to the defense
contractors, who use part of it to bribe Congregsrg ad infinitum.

The way to stop this cycle is to prevent the defestntractors from being able to threaten
Congresspeople. The way to do that is to fund ielestwith equal amounts of public money ONLY
(you can use some of the money that would have tgodefense contractors for this). Freed from
having to worry about the defense contractors fugdhneir opponents, Congresspeople can consider
such radical ideas as de-funding unwanted muithiltiollar fighter jets.

DRepIy
eCAHNomicsJune 5tf 2009 at 11:33 a
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12

Off again to other tasks.

DRepIy
STTPinOhicJune 5tF 2009 at 11:37 a
13

Eresponse télbatross @ 6

We need to make bribing Congress illegal again.né&d Campaign Finance Reform.
That is the exact root of the problem.
Without reform you’ll never put a dent into defersgending.

The dollar cost of lobbying (unwanted jets & weapgstems, the cost of repairing Wall Street, etc.)
needs to be laid out vs. the cost of publicly ficeshelections.

When discussed as a waysvemoney (not to mention our democracy) the publit ve all for it.

DRepIy
BobTinKY June 5th, 20C at 11:38 ar
14

why is it bipartisian, that is th efault of us Decnats.

Force them to cut it by supporting primary candédavho advocate cutting defense.

DRepIy
Minnesotachuc June¢ 5th, 2009 at 11:40 ¢
15

Somehow thideas irAmericé s Defense Meltdown: Pentagon Reform for Presidéran@ and the
New Congres have got to be made a part of this conversatidonit mean this thread per se, but the
whole public space dialog about how best the defestablishment can serve our interests without
continuing headlong down the path to national msiety. The book was originally published last
summer on a print-to-order basis and for a time avaslable in its entirety for free download. That
stopped once they got a “real” publisher, Stantdniaversity Press. It is a collection of essays leyen
men who were either proteges of the late militafpmmer and strategidbhn Boyd who was the lead:
of the reform movement of the late 70s and eark; 80intellectual descendants of Boyd and hidecirc
The editor (and one of the contributors) is WinsMihieeler, who AFAIK is not related to Marcy.

What follows are a few paragraphs from the Pre{Ap®logies for not using the “blockquot&inction,
but the FDL comment script doesn’t deal well witirggraph and bullet breaks):

The mere notion of a “meltdown” within the U.S. @ty may seem ridiculous to
many. America’s armed forces are surely the besstarworld, perhaps even in history.
Democrats and Republicans, liberals, moderatesanskrvatives in Washington all
agree on at least that. On what basis does a mfriekse known, if not obscur
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analysts make such a preposterous asse

The vast majority, perhaps even all, of Congrdssgeneral officer corps of the
armed forces, top management of American defenself@eturers, prominent
members of Washington’s think-tank community antiomally recognized “defense
journalist” will hate this book. They will likely also urgéat it be ignored by both
parties in Congress and especially by the new gieasiand his incoming national
security team.

It is not just that following the recommendatiorigios book will mean the cancellation
of numerous failing, unaffordable and ineffectivdaehse programs, as well

as the jobs, and more importantly careers, thasgrams enable. The acceptance

of data and analysis presented in this book, aaa@dinclusions and recommendations
that flow from them, would require the elite of Vidasyton’s national security
community to acknowledge the many flaws in thealgsis of weapons, Pentagon
management and leadership of the nation in a twowdt world. In too many cases,

it would also require those elites to admit theunaole in the virtual meltdown of
America’s defenses.

Our equipment is the most sophisticated and effecdti the world. We easily

whipped one of the largest armies in the MiddletHast once but twice, and we have
now clearly mastered a once difficult and ugly &iton in Irag. Success in Afghanistan
will not be far away, once we devote the propeoueses there. Those who take
comfort in the last three sentences are the pedpteneed to read and consider the
contents of this book the most. Reflect on theofeihg:

* America’s defense budget is now larger in inflatadjusted dollars than at
any point since the end of World War Il, and yet Aumy has fewer combat
brigades than at any point in that period, our Nlaay fewer combat ships and
the Air Force has fewer combat aircraft. Our maguipment inventories for
these major forces are older on average than gb@iny since 1946; in some
cases they are at all-time historical highs in agerage.

*» The effectiveness of America’s “high-tech” weapawoes not compensate for these
reduced numbers. The Air Force’s newest fighter R{85, can be regarded as only
a technical failure. The Navy’'s newest destroy@&moa protect itself effectively
against aircraft and missiles, and the Army’s né\aesiored vehicle cannot stand

up against a simple anti-armor rocket that was fiesigned in the 1940s.

* Despite decades of acquisition reform from Wagtun's best minds in Congress,
the Pentagon and the think tanks, cost overrumgapon systems are

higher today, in inflation adjusted dollars, thary ime ever before. Not a single
major weapon system has been delivered on timegpsinand as promised for
performance. The Pentagon refuses to tell Congmesgshe public exactly how

it spends the hundreds of billions of dollars appiated to it each year. The
reason for this is simple; it doesn’t know how theney is spent. Technically,

it doesn’t even know if the money is spent. EveesiRient George W. Bush’s

own Office of Management and Budget has labeledPdr@agon as one of the
worst manage agencies of the entire federal governn

http://firedoglake.com/2009/06/05/so-catc-its-not-jusi-republican-tha-refuse-to-cul-defe...

6/5/200¢



Firedoglake» Sorry, Cato: I's Not Just Republicans That Refuse to Cut Defepsading Page7 of 15

* At the start of the wa against Afghanistan and Iraq, the Pent{s senio

military leadership failed to warn the nation’sitan leaders of the tremendously
difficult mission they were being asked to perfofndeed, most of the

military hierarchy did not even comprehend theiclifities of those missions

and misperceived that the key issue was the nuofbailitary personnel sent

to invade and then occupy an alien land in the Midighst. And then, many

of them publicly complained that the civilian leasl@p had made a mess of
things, saying so from the comfort of a retirem@grsion.

* In Congress and the Office of the Secretary debse, there have been acrimonious
hearings and meetings, but no real oversight toesmjmte just how and

where programs and policies ran off the tracks.epkéor a very, very small

handful, no one has been held accountable. Indeisdjot even apparent that

anyone in Congress knows how to perform oversigthey do, they apparently

lack the spine to perform it in a manner Harry Tamywho carried out

superb oversight as a senator during World Wawadlld call competent.

» Perhaps most damning of all, America has pernhitself, and most leaders
from both political parties have aggressively pedswa national security
strategy that has torn us apart domestically, iesdlas from our allies, made
us an object of disrespect in the eyes of thosemnatted to our cause and
caused our enemies to find motivation for greatéipa on their own part. In
fact, it is not even clear whether our nationatilgahip understands what an
effective national security strategy is, much lesw to put one together and
exercise it effectively.

DRepIy
PonchoLeft June 5tf 2009 at 11:40 a
16

| don’t know where it stands now, but | recall rizapdin 2005 the US defense budget was almost equal
to all the worlds countries defense budgets contbiltevas 8 times larger than China.

DRepIy

Blue Texar June 5th, 2009 at 11:40
17

In response tdeddy Partridge® 7

True, but even that's too modest.

DRepIy
TarheelDer June 5tk 2009 at 11:43 a
18

Because it's the Republican’s jobs and stimulugam, it's the only pork expenditures that Democ
can count on reliably passing. And just watch tleenDcratic Congresscritters and governors crow in
their campaign ads about how many jobs they “sabgdiot permitting a base closure or by gaining a
new defense contractor’s offices or plant.

And tha’s al before you even talk about lobbyists and PACsthadnore dire« bribes
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DRepIy
STTPinOhicJune 5t 2009 at 11:51 a
19

We should demand cuts in the defense budget uathave the single largest defense budget in the
world.

Versus any other country.

Instead ofall of them combined

DRepIy

Blub June 5th, 2009 at 11:54
20

In response t®@oncholLefty @ 16

Its not quite that much of a gap, since China diassthings like base construction and operating
expenses with local infrastructure budgets andrabeounting differences, from what | recollecinfro
back when | actually knew followed such things elgs apples to apples, their budgepisbably $20
billion to our $750 billion. But as | said abovketr budget includes a lot of civil defense (Siahua
earthquake relief was in the military budget, feample). Total manpower, apples-to-apple, isn’t muc
of a difference - they probably have about 300-d00,more total personnel than we do, and their
population is much bigger than ours.

All told, in terms of raw people, our military isughly FIVE TIMES larger than China’s per capita.
And they’re still diligently cutting down total pesnnel, while increasingly both their budget (tlagyn

to match their budget increases with GDP growtld) their overseas (Indian Ocean and Southern
Pacific) bases. China’s actuallyarly good comparison given that they and us haeeonly two really
large all-volunteer professional militaries, with @mphasis on combat-ready active divisions instéad
massive reserve and militia units.

Other countries have much bigger militaries, p@iteasuch as Russia, the EU and ridiculous places
like Vietnam, Iran, Burma, North Korea that eackiéntotal armies reportedly larger in absolute terms
than the US or China’s. But these are generallgcption- and militia-based models, with
consequently much much lower costs per soldierEthiecollectively, spends a mere $300 billion for
roughly 7 to 11 million in uniform, depending on @ther you count militia).

So basically, the land of the free, is an extremeilitarized society, in both absolute numbersrobps
and budget, by world standards.

DRepIy
[E DrDick June 5th, 2009 11:54 ar
21

An actually reasonable proposal would be to cutiBedefense budget by 2/3 which would still leave
us with the largest in the world by a wide mardWill never happen, but should.

DRepIy
Minnesotachuc June¢ 5th, 2009 at 11:55 ¢
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22
In response tdarheelDem @ 18

The Congressional defense dysfunction is fully kipan. When Rumsfeld killed the Army’s Crusader
155 mm artillery system (arguably the only intediig large procurement decision he made) Minnesota’
then-senator Mark Dayton, as skeptical as anyoyerdeng defense expenditures, saw fit to bloviate
about the cancellation would place the countrysktlbecause of the gun’s vital role in America’tuhe
defense needs. Of course it was just coincideratetlie ammunition supplier was located in the state

DRepIy

[E rRaver June 5th, 2009 12:04 pn
23

In response teCAHNomics @ 10

“Veterans are also in a separate department angfdine not included in DOD.”

Nor should they b

DRepIy
Blub June 5th, 2009 at 12:08 |
24

One big problem in the US is that entire citiesd(eggions) seem to be dependent on military-welfare
Imagine San Diego without the Navy and Marine Cptips Mountain and High Plains states without
the Air Force, eastern Virginia without the Navig.aVhen the populace of a country becomes this
dependent on miltiary spending to fill stomachgy pasically have Brezhnev’'s Russia. Altogether, its
kind of a scary place to be for a democracy.

DRepIy

[E rRaver June 5th, 2009 12:09 pn
25

In response t8lub @ 24

They are closing the Navy School a couple of blaokay here in Athens.

DRepIy
TheLurkingMoc June 5tf 2009 at 12:14 p
26

Christy LiveChat is upstairs!
SCOTUS: Selecting Justice, A Live Chat With CADougKendall

DRepIy

Hugt June 5th, 20C at 12:18 pr

27

In response tiMinnesotachuck @5

Nice citation. A lot of defense spend is just pork wrapped in the flag. What gripes mall these
politicians whc style themselves as su-patriots spending and wasting vast sums of mon the
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Pentagon in ways that often degrade our natiormairgg.

ElReply

Twain June 5th, 2009 12:19 pn
28

In response td@heLurkingMod @26

showing not found

E'Reply

Hugt June 5th, 20C at 12:19 pr
29

In response tRaven @ 25

How is the view of the ocean from Athens, Georgia?

E'Reply

You must bdoggedin to post a comment. If you don't have an accotet) please feel free tegister
for one.

« Rahnis Whipping on the Afghanistan War SupplementalVill You?
SCOTUS:Selecting Justice, A Live Chat with CACDoug Kendalk
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