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Conservative women know what it's like to be mocked.
We'll defend Amy Coney Barrett.

There is a strong pressure for conservative women to self-censor our views, lest we be mocked or
stereotyped. But we have to be ready to fight back.
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After interning in the summer of 2004 for my home state senator in Washington, D.C., I returned
to the University of Virginia looking for a group of women who wanted to talk about the issues
of the day and welcomed a more conservative perspective. There was a women’s club, a
Women’s Studies department, and even a Women’s Center at UVA. But, because [ am a
conservative woman, my ideas were not fully welcome at the traditional women’s institutions on
campus.

I started the Network of enlightened Women, known as NeW, that fall as an intellectual home for
conservative women on campus. At the time, modern feminists routinely questioned and
dismissed my views. Sixteen years later, the problem has gotten worse.

Popular feminists today are quick to mock, delegitimize, and pressure conservative women into
silence. To many, we are "gender traitors" once we speak out or support conservatives in public
life.

Conservative women and Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett should prepare for
common ways modern feminists will attack them.

The mocking.

After we held our second NeW meeting in 2004, UVA feminists published a drawing of a
conservative woman on the cover of their leftist magazine. What does a conservative woman
look like to them? The illustration was of a woman baking cookies while connected to a machine
that is popping out babies. They didn’t engage in the battle of ideas, instead they just stereotyped
us.

Similarly, journalists have emphasized the size of Barrett's "large family" and suggested it is odd
while falsely smearing her religious organization as the supposed inspiration for "A Handmaid's
Tale." Others have challenged whether the adoptions of two of her children were even legal.

The delegitimizing.


https://enlightenedwomen.org/
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/conservative-women-are-not-gender-traitors-we-just-choose-justice-over-gender
https://twitter.com/KellyO/status/1309894866239881216
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/newsweek-declines-to-retract-anti-catholic-smear-of-amy-coney-barrett
https://twitter.com/HawleyMO/status/1309662738533298176

When I speak on campus about feminism and equal pay, I routinely get a question from liberal
students that I have not heard asked of a liberal speaker. How am I an expert? Instead of
attacking my arguments, these students try to tear down my credentials in front of their peers.

This has happened to me before and after speeches on Facebook event pages as well. In 2017, for
example, during a speech at the University of Georgia on "Opportunity Feminism: How The
Right Can Fix Feminism," I pointed out how statistics are misconstrued by the left in the context
of our equal pay discussion. After the event, an attendee was quick to post on the Facebook event
page questioning my expertise.

Despite her sterling credentials, Barrett has been criticized as unqualified for the Supreme Court
because she has only three years of experience on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit.
Never mind that Justice Elena Kagan, who was nominated by President Barack Obama, did not
have any experience as a sitting judge prior to her confirmation.

Modern feminists send the message that views held by conservative women aren’t welcome and
that there will be social consequences for speaking out. I’ve heard from college students in the
NeW network who don’t just worry about grades, but also making friends if their views are
known. This creates a strong pressure to self-censor.

A new poll conducted by the Cato Institute found that 77% of conservatives feel they have to
self-censor compared to 52% of liberals. The survey also found that the more time spent in
higher education, the more likely a Republican will self-censor.

This mocking, delegitimizing, and pressure to stay silent has become so mainstream that even a
former presidential candidate, former first lady, and Hollywood stars employ these strategies
without any backlash from the media.

In 2018, former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton blamed her failed 2016 campaign on
women who, she suggests, can't think for themselves. She blamed women who buckle to

“ongoing pressure to vote the way that your husband, your boss, your son, whoever, believes you
should.”

Former first lady Michelle Obama said, “Any woman who voted against Hillary Clinton voted
against their own voice.”

And we can’t forget that women like former White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders and former communications director Hope Hicks, who operate on the largest political
stage in the world, are mocked rather than celebrated because they work for Republicans.

Conservative women need to be prepared to fight back against those who seek to silence and
marginalize them, especially as we become the focus of political debate and the Supreme Court.

When the mocking inevitably comes, women should name it and expose it for what it is:
Stereotyping at its worst. Then work to move the debate back to the issue, which is whether
Barrett is qualified to be on the Supreme Court.


https://www.city-journal.org/html/equal-pay-myths-15818.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/karinagness/2017/05/09/this-is-what-its-like-speaking-as-a-conservative-woman-on-campus/#2b2976073b1b
https://twitter.com/onesarahjones/status/1309963400533938177
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2020/09/26/amy-coney-barrett-friend-supreme-court-appointment-column/3549103001/
https://theweek.com/articles/494505/elena-kagan-does-matter-never-been-judge
https://theweek.com/articles/494505/elena-kagan-does-matter-never-been-judge
https://www.cato.org/publications/survey-reports/poll-62-americans-say-they-have-political-views-theyre-afraid-share#introduction
https://freebeacon.com/politics/clinton-blames-loss-white-women-listening-husbands/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/michelle-obama-women-non-clinton-voters-voted-against-their-own-voice/
https://twitter.com/chelseahandler/status/938920652001632256
https://twitter.com/chelseahandler/status/938920652001632256
https://www.yahoo.com/now/mock-trump-administration-without-making-213844921.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAACM3bsERVfdceJAX1t0dtKe-OjXFWkw8JDxBAN617MEFZlcAuQ1ka0SubmSRreAGFHOXTH5C3oHrC4JfSuwfA8XqS_9VJH-N1QoMpRkoeXo_U9EjvgLgKHyQ-d-MBSpA3elp_3Gf3ViXSo0iREwPkPlVrHM98-m41JGZHgfKnUOI

Barrett has excellent credentials, but that doesn’t mean liberals won’t seek to delegitimize her. If
anyone questions the professional qualifications of Barrett, her supporters should be ready to
direct the conversation back to her academic and professional credentials and compare them to
those of nominees put forth by previous presidents. Barrett graduated first in her class from
Notre Dame Law School, clerked for Justice Antonin Scalia, practiced law at a prestigious firm
in Washington, D.C., and has been a judge on the 7th Circuit since 2017.

And when a conservative woman notices she is being silenced, she should thoughtfully build out
a community of women who truly welcome her views. This might be a group of open-minded
women who hold diverse views, or it might be a group specifically for conservative women. The
key is that the participants must listen and discuss the issues with the goal of encouraging each
other.

One feminist author has already dismissed the symbolic victory of a female nominee because the
nomination comes from Trump, “Trump nominating a woman to the court means very little for
women as a whole — it’s a decision designed to only benefit Trump himself.”

For far too long, the left has controlled the narrative of what women want. Conservative women
must push back. Our views are legitimate. We must remember that once silenced, we are giving
the microphone to modern feminists. They don’t represent us, and we shouldn’t let them speak
for us.


https://abc7chicago.com/politics/barrett-becomes-1st-notre-dame-grad-faculty-member-to-be-nominated-for-supreme-court/6589097/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/judge-amy-coney-barretts-exceptional-legal-experience-expertise-judicial-record-make-right-choice-serve-supreme-court/
https://gen.medium.com/trumps-female-scotus-nominee-will-be-bad-for-women-fe0f05add4a2

