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Of all the Democrat arguments against a southern border wall, the shadiest is that it would not
work.

According to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California), President Donald J. Trump is “forcing
American taxpayers to waste billions of dollars on an expensive and ineffective wall.” As he
joined Pelosi in rebutting the president’s January 8 Oval Office address, Senate Democrat leader
Chuck Schumer of New York decried Trump’s “ineffective, unnecessary border wall.” Schumer
added: “We can secure our border without an expensive, ineffective wall.”

In fact, walls work. Love them or hate them, their effectiveness is indisputable.

* “Part of our area is covered with some fencing on our east side. That accounts for about 6
percent of our traffic,” Border Patrol chief Raul Ortiz told journalists during Trump’s January 10
visit to Rio Grande Valley, Texas. “Where we have no fencing, over 90 percent of our traffic
occurs in those areas.” A day earlier, Ortiz added, 450 people were apprehended in the unfenced
sector, including 133 from such non-Latin nations as India, Pakistan, and Romania.

» Some 560,000 illegals were caught astride San Diego and Tijuana in Fiscal Year 1992, when a
border wall was installed there. By FY 2017, the Border Patrol says it snared 26,086 — down

95.3 percent.

* A barrier between the Tucson, Arizona, sector and Nogales, Mexico, was erected in 2000. That
year’s 616,346 arrests plunged to 38,657 in FY 2017 — down 93.7 percent.

* A fence installed at the border between Yuma, Arizona, and Los Algondones, Mexico, brought
apprehensions from 138,438 in FY 2005 to 12,847 in FY 2018 — down 90.7 percent.

“Crime has significantly decreased in the Yuma area,” then-acting Homeland Security Secretary
Elaine Duke wrote in USA Today in August 2017, “and smugglers now look for other less
difficult areas of the border to cross — often areas without fencing.”

» A 150-mile barrier between Israel and southern Egypt cut the number of illegal-alien entrants
from 17,000 in 2011 to 43 in 2013, after the fence’s completion, Israel’s Ministry of the Interior
states — down 99.7 percent.

* Bulgaria erected a barrier on its Turkish perimeter in 2013. That year’s 11,000 illegal crossings
dropped to 4,000 in 2014 — down 63.6 percent.



https://www.politico.com/story/2019/01/08/pelosi-schumer-trump-response-immigration-1088722
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-briefing-rio-grande-valley-u-s-mexico-border/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-briefing-rio-grande-valley-u-s-mexico-border/
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2017-Dec/BP%20Total%20Monthly%20Apps%20by%20Sector%20and%20Area%2C%20FY2000-FY2017.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2017-Dec/BP%20Total%20Monthly%20Apps%20by%20Sector%20and%20Area%2C%20FY2000-FY2017.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2017-Dec/BP%20Total%20Monthly%20Apps%20by%20Sector%20and%20Area%2C%20FY2000-FY2017.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2017-Dec/BP%20Total%20Monthly%20Apps%20by%20Sector%20and%20Area%2C%20FY2000-FY2017.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2017/08/22/homeland-security-secretary-border-walls-work-yuma-sector-proves-it-elaine-duke-column/586853001/
http://hir.harvard.edu/article/?a=14542
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/bg-border-fence.htm

* Just as British Gibraltar dangles from Spain’s underside, Spanish Ceuta and Melilla surf atop
Morocco. Multiple fences and barriers there sliced 2014’s 2,100 arrests at the Spanish-
territorial/Moroccan frontier to 2015’s 100 — down 95.2 percent.

The strongest proof that walls work is that Democrats once loved them.

Former and current senators Joe Biden, Tom Carper, Hillary Clinton, Dianne Feinstein, Barack
Obama, Chuck Schumer, Debbie Stabenow, and Ron Wyden were among the 26 Democrats who
voted for the Secure Fence Act of 2006. It authorized 700 miles of double-fence. All 54 Senate
Democrats voted unanimously in June 2013 for $46 billion in border security, including 350
miles of new steel fence.

“Between 2005 and 2015, polls show that nearly half of Democrats continued to support building
a border barrier of some kind,” Cato Institute scholar Emily Ekins wrote in The Federalist.
“However, things changed in 2015 when Donald Trump announced his bid for the presidency,”
she continued. “Democratic support shifted more swiftly starting in the fall of 2015 onward.
Now only about 12 percent of Democrats support a border wall or fence.”

Meanwhile, Republicans consistently have endorsed a wall, Ekins reported: 73 percent in
October 2015; 71 percent today.

So, Trump Derangement Syndrome actually causes Democrats’ borderphobia.

Indeed, Ekins elaborated, “Reuter/Ipsos found that simply telling Democrats Trump supports a
policy turns them against it — even universal health care.” Saying to Democrats that Trump
favors government medicine drives their enthusiasm for it from 68 percent to 47. If Trump likes
it, Democrats loathe it.

Walls work, and Democrats know it. But they want this president to fail. So, Democrats battle
effective border protection so they can “resist Trump” — national security be damned. The
Democratic Party truly is America’s arsenal of hypocrisy.
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