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Eliminate farm subsidies and farm support programs (which will cost $46 billion this year — up 

from $22 billion last year — and will account for about 40% of this year’s farm income) that 

interfere with agricultural markets. As Chris Edwards at the Cato Institute noted: “Agriculture is 

no riskier than other industries and does not need an array of federal subsidies.” Also from the 

Cato Institute: “About 97% of all farm households are wealthier than the median U.S. household. 

Farm income was 52% higher than median U.S. household income.” 

 

I know of no progressive organization that supports these farm subsidy programs. However, 

America’s farmers are different from other Americans. They are 95% white and do one thing the 

majority of Americans refuse to do: Farmers overwhelmingly vote Republican (President Donald 

Trump may have gotten as much as 85% of the farm vote this year). 

 
 


