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President Obama nominated Jack Lew as his pick to lead the Office of Management and Budget 
in July. (Bloomberg) 
 
President Obama's pick to lead the Office of 
Management and Budget faces two Senate 
confirmation hearings on Thursday. 

Jacob "Jack" Lew  will discuss the "B" of OMB 
with the Senate Budget Committee starting at 10 
a.m., and the "M" with the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee at 3 p.m. Both panels must refer his nomination to the 
full Senate, where Democrats hope to quickly for a vote. But Republicans 
are likely to stall, despite Lew's three previous confirmations as deputy 
and top boss at OMB during the Clinton years and for his current job as 
deputy secretary of state for management. 

"You're confirming a member of the president's economic team with just 
weeks to go in the midterm elections," said one senior administration 
official. "Someone is bound to try scoring political points." 

One potential line of GOP questioning: The seven-figure compensation 
he earned as a Citibank executive from 2006 to 2009. 

Beyond that, federal management and budget experts are hoping to hear 
several things from Lew: 

MAX STIER | President, Partnership for Public Service:  
"I hope that he makes sure that the M in OMB receive as much attention 
as the B. Because they should be interrelated. He understands that, he's 
coming with the prior experience of having run OMB and the 
management side of the State Department.  

"What we fundamentally need from OMB is a true integration of those. 
The way we're going to make government meet its financial numbers is 
by having better management." 
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as if interest rates rise substantially. More large spending cuts!"  

GARY BASS  | Executive Director, OMB Watch:  
"I hope he can balance the electioneering of the Obama team with the 
policy/economic side of the White House. There's a bit of a conflict 
between what's the right policy and what does it take to get reelected. I 
think his stature of having been an OMB director will help navigate those 
waters. From our perspective, I hope he comes to the conclusion that we 
need to spend to get out of the hole. Not to continue with the mindset of 
cutting taxes. His stature will help him negotiate better with the Obama 
team." 

J.D. FOSTER | Fiscal policy analyst, Heritage Foundation and 
former OMB official:  
"I think the most important questions to ask are whether or not he's going 
to be willing to challenge assumptions. That doesn't mean getting into 
verbal fisticuffs with his White House colleagues, but it's very easy within 
any White House for people to nod their heads. They do that sometimes 
even when they don't agree. It does the president no service or your 
White House colleagues no service to just agree with what's being said." 

"Every one says they say and usually means that they're going to focus 
on the 'M' side of OMB. I hope he does that, as most do, because it really 
is extremely important work and doesn't get a lot of support. 

Bass and Foster also mentioned staff and morale issues -- two potential 
lines of questioning when Lew meets with HSGAC (especially 
considering OMB's poor rankings in the recent Best Places to Work 
rankings. 

"The staff at OMB are uniformly professional, intelligent, dedicated," 
Foster said. "They are, in my experience, everything you ask and hope 
government employees to be. They work incredibly long hours, they take 
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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT: 
• Plugs ordered on idle wells:  Oil and gas companies must 
permanently plug thousands of Gulf of Mexico wells idle for five years or 
more under a federal order issued Wednesday. 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT: 
• N.Y. man helped get funds to attempted Times Square  bomber, 
officials say:  He unwittingly transferred thousands of dollars from the 
Pakistani Taliban to fund May's failed bombing. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD: 
• New pricing rules weighed for freight railroads:  The head of the 
federal agency that regulates railroads said he's considering wading into 
an ongoing fight to give farmers, coal companies and other freight 
customers more leverage to fight rail industry price increases. 

Follow The Federal Eye on Twitter  | Submit your news tips here  

By Ed O&apos;Keefe  |  September 16, 2010; 6:00 AM ET  | Category:  Budget  , Eye 
Opener   
Previous: Award -winning feds speak out (Video)  | Next: New poll on the size of 
government   

 

We encourage users to analyze, comment on and even challenge 

washingtonpost.com's articles, blogs, reviews and multimedia features.  

User reviews and comments that include profanity or personal attacks or other 

inappropriate comments or material will be removed from the site. 

Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain "signatures" by someone 

 Comments

Post a Comment  

Page 3 of 4Who is Jack Lew and what should he do? - Federal Eye -

9/16/2010http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2010/09/who_is_jack_lew_and_what_shoul....



   

RSS Feed Subscribe to The Post  

© 2010 The Washington Post Company 

washingtonpost.com:  Help  |  Contact Us |  Advertisers |  Site Index |  Site Map |  Make Us Your Home Page |  mywashingtonpost.com |  Work for Us |  Mobile |  RSS 
The Washington Post:  Subscribe  |  Subscriber Services |  Advertisers |  e-Replica |  Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store 
The Washington Post Company:  Information and Other Post Co. Websites  

NEWS  | POLITICS  | OPINIONS  | BUSINESS  | LOCAL  | SPORTS  | ARTS & LIVING  | GOING OUT GUIDE JOBS  | CARS  | REAL ESTATE  | RENTALS  | CLASSIFIEDS

© Copyright 1996-2010 The Washington Post Company |  User Agreement and Privacy Policy |  Reprints and Permissions 

 

SEARCH: Try Our New Search |  Search Archives

Page 4 of 4Who is Jack Lew and what should he do? - Federal Eye -

9/16/2010http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2010/09/who_is_jack_lew_and_what_shoul....


