Mitch Daniels's error
By Jennifer Rubin

Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels made a cardinal errgpriesidential campaigning: he has
raised his visibility and made some gaffes withibigt national staff to help him respond
to a flood of criticism. Social conservatives anéfeal over his suggestion last year of a
"truce" on social issues. National security hawlesa@ncerned that he is sounding more
Robert Taft (Midwest isolationist) than Ronald R&agnternationalist. And now the
Weekly Standard iighlightinga Cato report that will worry economic conservasiy

the one group from which he was thought to havengtsupport. The Weekly Standard
reports that Chris Edwards, who filled out the goee's fiscal report card, told John
McCormack:

"He's kind of a more of a 'trains run on time' kofduy, like a balanced budget kind of
guy. He wants the government to be efficient budibesn't necessarily want it to be
smaller. Other than his property tax cut, he hasn'state level taxes at all. He hasn't
really even proposed to cut them. Indiana has ameaxbverage business tax. He should
have proposed to cut it like Pawlenty, like Sanfprdposed in South Carolina. | get a
sense from some of the things he's done that higcpbinstincts aren't quite where they
should be in a terms of limited government poinviefv. "

John also points out that "[Tim] Pawlenty's grafilesn Cato were slightly better than
Daniels's during the years that both were in office

Daniels's critics are more numerous than his prtlecampaign staff (i.e. his small D.C.
office that has been booking him at events anéhggetiim up with fundraisers). He is, |
am told by admirers, an excellent manager, butisidase he seems oddly naive to the
requirements of mounting a national campaign. Arydthe way, who is he going to get
to staff an effort? Mitt Romney and Pawlenty aadfetd and ready to go. This reflects,
perhaps, his own ambivalence about running. Buikiya unless he gets his act together
and starts pushing back on the array of criticise's not going to be able to run a
successful effort.
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