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Where Was Karl Rove During GOP's Binge?
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Annual average real spending grew faster under President George W. Bush than any president since
Lyndon Johnson. So Bush adviser Karl Rove has chutzpah to complain about President Obama's
profligacy in op-eds "Obama's Fiscal Fantasy World" (Jan. 7) and "Obama Versus Bush on
Spending" (Jan. 21). Even leaving out defense, President Bush was the biggest spender since
Republican Richard Nixon.

Mr. Rove defines Mr. Bush's term in office to include only his first seven years. Well, overall
nominal spending jumped 60% during that period, or more than twice the 27% increase under
Democrat Bill Clinton.

Of course, Mr. Rove is right that independent voters are unhappy with Mr. Obama's spending spree.
But they are also sick and tired of Republicans complaining about big-spending Democrats but
offering no spending cuts of their own. While some up-and-coming GOP members, such as Rep.
Paul Ryan, have the guts to propose detailed budget reform plans, most Republican leaders seem to
be in the same "fiscal fantasy world" as Mr. Obama.

I'm scared that independents, tea party activists and other reform-minded voters will help put the
Republicans back in power, and then big-spending GOP leaders and political advisers will champion
more interventionist schemes like the Bush-Rove doubling of K-12 education outlays.

Chris Edwards

Cato Institute

Washington
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