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As Amity Shlaegxplored in depth in her 2007 bodkie Forgotten Man FDR’s New Deal punished farmers
who had produced too many crops, in order to aidifly inflate prices. As she toldeasois Nick Gillespiein
early 2008, “Roosevelt was elected in part by #renfvote. They wanted the kind of high prices thagl had
before World We I.”
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And the New Deal went to extraordinary — and aesndestructive — lengths to appease that constiyuan
tamping down production, as an article by Chris Bxls of the Cato Institute that appeared 8A Todayback
in 2005 neatly summarizes:

The centerpiece of FDR’s New Deal was the Natiémalistrial Recovery Act of 1933. It created
“codes” or cartels in more than 500 industriesritkeo to limit competition. Businesses were told to
cut output and maintain high prices and wages.ri&ssimen who cut prices were cajoled, fined, and
sometimes arrested. Fortunately for the countriRMas struck down by the Supreme Court in
1935. The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933 siarily restricted production to keep prices high.
“Excess” output was destroyed or dumped abroadlémhillions of Americans were going hungry,
the government plowed under 10,000,000 acres gis¢idaughtered 6,000,000 pigs, and left fruit to
rot.

That was the mid-1930s. This is a headline fronayotCounty Sues Farme€ites Too Many Crop’:

DEKALB COUNTY, Ga. — DeKalb County is suing a local farmer for growiiog tmany
vegetables, but he said he will fight the chargethé ongoing battle neighbors call
“Cabbagegate.”Fig trees, broccoli and cabbagearamng the many greens that line the soil on
Steve Miller’s more than two acres in Clarkstonovgiaid he has spent fifteen years growing crops
to give away and sell at local farmers markets.

“It's a way of life, like it's something in my blah” said Miller.

In January, Dekalb County code enforcement offibexgan ticketing him for growing too many
crops for the zoning and having unpermitted empeyan site.

Miller stopped growing vegetables this summer dradcharges were put on hold as he got the
property rezoned.

Two weeks after approval, however, his attorneg fa¢ county began prosecuting the old charges,
saying he was technically in violation before teeaning.“It should go away. | think it borders on
harassment,” said Miller’s attorney Doug Dillard.

Not to mention deja v as America’s lengthgendezvousvith scarcityrolls on, inflamed by regulatory pressures
from both a local and federal level.

Related: “Disappointments better than Disastér— There’s a bumper sticker slogan that’s right ofithe
Forgotten Mal era!
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Pajamas Media appreciates your comments that aitiee following guidelines:
1. Avoid profanities or foul language unless itigtained in a necessary quote or is relevanta@omment.
2. Stay on topic.
3. Disagree, but avoid ad hominem attacks.

4. Threats are treated seriously and reportedat enforcemen
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5. Spam and advertising are not permitted in timereents area.

These guidelines are very general and cannot aerly possible situation. Please don't assumédPtdjatnas
Media management agrees with or otherwise endarsgparticular comment. We reserve the right teffior
delete comments or to deny posting privileges elytiat our discretion. Please note that commemtseiewed
by the editorial staff and may not be posted immatedy. If you feel your comment was filtered inagpriately,
please email us atory@pajamasmedia.com

2 Comments, 2 Threads

1. 1. Downie
FDR made our country great.

September 13, 2010 - 5:44 praink to this CommenfReply
2. 2. bob sykes

The National Industrial Recovery Act was classicsshlini syndicalism, and was recognized as such by
European fascists, who praised it for that vergoea

In the end, the NIRA was a failure, as were alRobsevelt's economic policies. It took the massive
spending on WWII to pull us out of depression. Mwer, WWII destroyed the industrial base of theldor
and gave the US an enormous economic advantagested into the 1960s.

Roosevelt’s policies were also blatantly racist] tre NAACP condemned them repeatedly, but to no
avail.
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