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Letter of the week

Rotten apples

Re “Rock and a hard place” by Jeff vonKaer@l&R GreenlightSeptember
Jeff vonKaenel's column supporting [Sacramento NdtGas Storage and] SMUD's proposed undergrounatalagas storage misses at least half the point.

As an environmental matter, vonKaenel is wise toaot for the potential risks and impacts of alédre ways to meet our region’s energy needs wlsessing the
underground storage option. While we'd all do welkcrutinize the underground storage plan witlagdéstrust in light of the developer’s multimilfiedollar incentive to
downplay the risks (think BP and Deepwater [Hor{oit remains true that, unless we commit to a 1in energy cor an aenel neglects to
consider seriously), we're gambling with our safegd the vitality of the planet we'll be passingtorour children almost no matter how we meet dieahand. There’s small
choice in rotten apples.

But the underground storage plan isn't just an mmmental issue; it's a matter of environmentafifes The proposed storage site lies directly bémsauthSacramento, where
strongly disproportionate percentage of our regidaw-income folks and people of color reside, sulewe will all reap the storage facility’s thetioal benefits of more stable
energy costs, it is people of color and the pooo wfil be obliged to shoulder the bulk of what fiveal environmental impact report on the projeatrfd to be significant risks:
water contamination, flash fires, flare fires amglesions (think PG&E and San Bruno)!

So everif the plan is the least of the evils environmentatly still unfair, and unfair with potentially hofic consequences. If we must choose a rottereqpgt's at least
distribute it evenly.

And who knows? If we all stood to bear the ft in our energy cor evenly, maybel finally get down to serious energy
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supposed need to store the natural gas, and disa@ not stuck between a rock and a hard pléee all.

Timothy Griffiths
Sacramento

Second Saturday for art

Re “Hijacked Saturday” by Rachel LeibrockN&R PopsmartSeptember 16

I don't know if Second Saturday was hijacked; miéte it is misinterpreted by many. | will agree tigecond Saturday really isn’t about the art angmbdoubt some bros and
girls who can't hold their liquor really care abampressionist or avant-garde paintings. | doulthéfy even know what those two terms mean, anyway.

Second Saturday has to and needs to be abouttshéwairwill you admit that this is good for ouckd businesses to thrive in such a shit-show ecgftdiranything, I'm trying to
be more proactive in supporting local businessédidtown. They need it more than ever!

But then you also have the very limited amounthiids to do for kids who are under 18. Let meyell, when | was that age, | hated it! | couldn’ $®mnds | wanted, like [Chk
Chk Chk], because they always played at 21-and-gigst

Events like Second Saturday are prone to highcisiti from our city officials and, of course, stupiginecessary violence gives them more stuff tovitat the arts community. |
think we need it to not only let younger kids hao®d times, but also families. | like taking my ymer brother out to see live bands or getting histice of pizza. But now, I'm
more scared than ever to take him out or to evesugavith my own friends. Times are tough, andpbeerty just creates more unnecessary crime. | kinatvthe Crocker [Art
Museum] is planning to do some events with musit @ sometime next year after they open this it will the same thing happen to them?

You're right, it does need to be more about the anid less about those $2 drinks. Sure, the baydbmanjoying it, but then look what happens! Qfrse, someone always finds
a scapegoat: “It's those minors!” “It's those pettiyigs!”

Instead of pointing fingers, let’s find a solution.

Giovanni Martinez
Sacramento

He counts quotes

Re “No matzo, no peace” by Lien Hoar8N&R Frontlines September 15

This story was quite unbalanced in how it represgitihe ideas of one side over the other.

For example, three quotes were given to the pheydpposed the boycott of Israeli goods at thezBaento [Natural Foods] Co-op (Sen. Darrell Sleigbsarry Broad and Len
Feldman). Only one quote was given to the partyitiidated the boycott of the products (Maggie Geuof 1to Boycott, Dit Group).
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Bites Convergence takes a left turn, but
real estate is still the object of the game.
PopsmarRachel looks at the American
Library Association’s list of top 10 most
frequently banned books.

Ask JoeyOur advice queen reminds to
stop comparing yourself to people who
have more and remember those who have
less.

Editorial Why did PG&E spend $46
million on politics instead of its risky
pipelines?

Editorial Lt. Gov. Abel Maldonado clas:
enough to resist a bow to the Capitol
Resource Institute.

EssayA simple piece of cloth represents
this writer’s faith in Islam.
GreenlightVolunteers show us that it is

So the explanation of the reasons for the boycetevburied underneath the explanations againdidapeott, which of course leads to the
opinion of the side that is more represented apdaimed—in this case, the side against the boycott.

by the

That is not fair reporting, nor is it balanced. § unacceptable journalism.

Josh Cadiji
via e-mail

Drolette’s a smartass ...
Re “Taken for a ride” by Mark Drolett&N&R EssaySeptember o

Your self-indulgent, smartass article on ridingyleles on the sidewalk was a handshake and a goaseawful lot of elderly and disabled [people] wive and frequent the

http://lwww.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?o0id2 bb¢

possible to create an America beyond our
dreams.

Ask aMexicanThe Mexican wants you

to stay the hell off of Wikipedia—do

some real research!
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downtown and commercial areas. At best, it eductitese who honestly believe they can ride the sidlesvanywhere connected to any electronic devibeyEareen around
pedestrians, then fly in their path before therell@ver be a chance to avoid hitting them if iherig was a split second off). There are almoshasy bikes on the streets
downtown as pedestrians. If you lived there, yduidw it.

People who “just want to get along” need to knouat there are others out there with hip replacementgher health problems that cause poor balékieting injury on a daily
basis creates emotional distress. It confuses modiehts pedestrians, especially older peopler Bgesight is one reason people are pedestriansvhgshould they be
responsible for avoiding being hit by a bicycletba sidewalk?

Going along to “get along” is a jailhouse mentallty-and many others—can barely walk on the stragitaut wondering what is behind us or when we'litthe corner and it
will be curtains. Bicycles are dangerous vehiclesidewalks with pedestrian traffic.

The police say that they can't enforce the ordieahait | say that's a crock. Scuttlebutt from a dtawn bumblebee guide has it that there was ontyamp that would ticket
bicyclists, and he’s no long with the departmemicr@mento is the only city I've lived in that do&ditense bicycles. Just think of the revenuegoifi ticketed all the rogue
bicycles. Being able to walk on the sidewalk withbeing hit or run over shouldn’t be an issue fioy aitizen.

Madeline Coren
Sacramento

... and shouldn't duplicate scofflaws
Re “Taken for a ride” by Mark Drolett&{&R Essay September
I'm glad that Mr. Drolette has seen the light aseénjoying the freedom, convenience, cost savingshaalth benefits of riding his bike.

However, duplicating the scofflaw behavior he'setved in others, especially riding against traffiad riding on the sidewalk, increases his cradts @md makes my job harder.
Lots of people already have a negative image ofdtists, and a cavalier attitude about following tilles doesn't help.

We can all get along, and safely, if bicyclists amotorists obey traffic laws, share the road (aotithe sidewalk) and look out for each other.

Walt Seifert
executive director
1to Area Bicycle

Give him a better reason

Re “Taxing thoughts”"$N&R Editorial, September

Why do we have to justify our political agendashis country with subjective words like “patriotis™Quite frankly, | care not that the SN&R editdimard believes that
paying taxes is an act of patriotism. It may sonive to say that we have a moral duty to “contebtotthe common effort” by opening our wallets epril 15, but how does
doing so impact the economy? That is the issuesnesociety should be focused on.

Every year, the federal government extracts $2®tr from private citizens and businesses, actuydo Cato Instituteeconomist Chris Edwards. That is money businessels!
use to hire more and individual; g their quality of life. Instead, mudhitds wasted on things that are decidedly harmlike fighting offensive
wars and bailing out failing Wall Street firms.

| enjoy reading the SN&R opinion page becausetitillg runs counter to my own views; what | findtating, however, is opinion with little substandhy will allowing the
Bush tax cuts to expire address our budgetary pro&? Why is more stimulus spending necessary?@aeconomy actually be revived with injections ofgrnment credit?

If another editorial extolling the virtues of higttaxes is published, and | am sure one will beyatild be greatly improved if it answered thesestjoes.

Cameron English
Sacramento

Burning Man, riding bikes
Re “Desert on fire” by Kat KerlingN&R Green DaysSeptember 2

Yes, of course there is an impact, even with theveeNo Trace idea. However, we make way less afhgact than 50,000 people would living their norrnas in the default
world.

It's obvious that the author hasn’t been to Burriitan. If you had, you would know that it's not jusbig party, and there aren't cigarette buttsr baes and water bottles
everywhere. If something as large as a beer cmaing around, 99 percent of the people out tiveseld pick it up.

| agree that it is up to the veteran burners tp tieé newbies understand the Leave No Trace pldnaannderstand what [Matter Out of Place] is. ¢fear your agenda was to try
and call out Burning Man, to make it out as a niegatxperience that makes a harsh impact on thieaemaent. | just can't imagine how 50,000 peoptéing on bikes for a week
is worse than those same 50,000 people driving daeifor a week.

If you wanted to write an article about things id Sacramento over Labor Day weekend, then thetat you should have done. Don't use somethingdanit know about—
Burning Man—as your vehicle to write an article.

If you'd like to go to Burning Man and experiencbat it is truly about, | invite you to camp with nWe love newbies, and love skeptics even morediise you would have
an amazing burn, and we can make you president@®W patrol!

Danielle Fewings
Sacramento

Contact us abouhis story

RELATED LINKS:

Seeall stories published in Letters
Seeall stories published in Opinions
Reader Comments

No comments yet. Be the first by posting your comnieelow.

Sign in to submit a comment:

e-mail: [

password: [

SIGN IN |

Don't have a login yet®in now!, it's fast and free!
Help! | forgot my password

Post anonymous comment:

http://lwww.newsreview.com/sacramento/content?o0id2 bb¢

202- Sacramento ... Page2 of 4

calendar

SEARCH THE CALENDAR

ALL CATEGORIES -~
HAPPENING |TODAY ~

WITHIN |35 vl
MILES OF ZIPl GO

local stories

‘It’s afinancial
Groundhog Day
In Sacramento,
Financial Crisis
Inquiry Commissior
chairman Phil
Angelides says
Main Street keeps
paying for Wall
Street’s
recklessness.

AThe truthpill
Project Censored
unveils its 2010 Division of labor
list of significant Health-care unions

stories duke it out at Kaiser
underreported by hospitals.

the mainstream
media. GREEN GUIDE:
Morning jolt
Solutions for an eco-
friendlier, caffeine-

free pick-me-up.

Used books/NeviBooks

Bagga Books is committed to helping the
environment through the reuse of books.
Thank you for your help in our reuse,
recycle efforts. Please buy used books
whenever possible. Discarding...

e B

Free Bar Sized Pool Table 61511

We are moving across county and cannot

take our pool table with us. It is in great

condition, the felt and the bumpers are all
ood. Comes with a full...

More buy, sell, tradads

7# Best of Chica2010
2 What's the best thin
about Chico?

CN&R ISSUE CONTENTS

| THIS WEEK - 09.23.2010 7] GO

9/23/201(



