President Obama, Robert Gibbs, and the public spatpdebate
By Ed O'Keefe

When President Obama thanked Robert Gibbs forenisce on Wednesday, he suggested it made sense
for his outgoing press secretary to want to go eaggmmoney.

"He's had a six-year stretch now where basically been going 24/7 with relatively modest pay,” @ha
told the New York Times.

But at a time of persistent unemployment and aisggeconomy, Obama's comment begged a question: Is
a six-figure government salary really "relativelpdest"?

Gibbs -- along with 22 other senior aides -- eai®®d2,000 last year, according to White House galar
figures. (He's unlikely to earn a government pem$iecause he's only served about five years as a
congressional and White House staffer, accordirfgderal pay experts.)

Gibbs's pay is far less than the $400,000 collelstfe@bama and sums earned by top Congressionarkead
But it is much more than the vast majority of enygles in the private sector -- and comes at a sensit
moment, as rank and file federal workers earnirrgpua sums begin a two-year pay freeze.

Whether or not he did so intentionally, Presidebafa has inadvertently provided a new line of debat
the growing fight regarding public sector compeiasatMayors, governors and lawmakers of both partie
are targeting government workers and their uniarthé wake of a midterm election season that expose
voter displeasure with pay and benefits earnedawgignment workers.

Even by West Wing standards, Gibbs is highly paigtior White House staffers earn between $40,080 an
$60,000, and Obama has frozen West Wing salariebddast two years.

Rank and file federal workers earned an averaget9d7n 2008 -- about $7,600 more than privatessect
employees, according to Bureau of Labor Statistics.

When pay and benefits are calculated together,dadsed an average $123,049 in 2009 -- topping non-
government workers by at least $60,000, accordiribe Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Federal union leaders prefer "apples to apples'pavizons of workers performing the same job in the
public or private sectors. But here again feds couateon top: According to BLS, federal "public rides
managers" (the position description closest to &#bpress secretary work) earned an average $1Bix 41
2008 -- about 44,000 more than private-sector P&8dm (In fairness, top-earning outliers working as
spokespeople for Fortune 500 companies or majoipnofits surely earn more than Gibbs.)

Obama might express his comments on Gibbs diffsrémgiven the opportunity, and his financial fream
of reference is perhaps skewed by well-heeled mesrifehis tight-knit inner circle.

Gibbs has spent a career jumping between congnedsiod campaign jobs, earning far less than White
House senior advisers David Axelrod and Valerieetafwho are millionaires), incoming adviser David
Plouffe (who earned handsome advances for his bbolit the 2008 campaign), former chief of staff
Rahm Emanuel (a former investment banker) and predwsuccessor William Daley (currently a JP
Morgan executive).

Obama's decision to freeze federal pay upset Jalge Goresident of the American Federation of
Government Employees, the government's largeshuiiot when asked Wednesday, he defended Obama
and Gibbs.

"In this economy, when jobs are the issue, critigjavhat people are making is just not the waydg g
Gage said. "Him making $172,000 | think just shelat's not very much pay for a job like that."



Cato Institute fellow Chris Edwards, a leadingicritf government pay scales, said federal workieogitsl
stop considering themselves as victims."High-lestaffers like Gibbs will go on to earn very highypa
the private sector as lobbyists, so we shoulde'ti $bars about their supposedly 'modest pay' in
government," he said.

Indeed Gibbs is sure to earn top dollar. He hasdhirobert Barnett, a Washington super-lawyer
representing Bill and Hillary Clinton, Tony Blaind Sarah Palin, who all earned six- and seven<igur
sums for speeches, corporate consulting gigs,isééevand book deals after leaving government.

Gibbs didn't rule out corporate work when asked Wésday and said he has no immediate plans to avrite
book. He is expected to consult Obama's reelectimpaign and make frequent TV appearances.

As Gibbs leaves the role as the second-most telégevernment official, perhaps Obama best
understands and appreciates what awaits his pgesstary on the outside. Following years in thepmofit
and public sectors as a community organizer, &agislator and senator, Obama has earned milliams f
book sales and will likely bank much more in hisippresidential life.

For now, he's provided fodder to a debate alreailing city halls and state houses and set to sifgfin
Washington as the White House and Congress prépaebate future spending levels and find waysito ¢
back.

Staff writer Anne E. Kornblut contributed to thisport.



