Economics and Ethics

An occasional examination of economic theory, practice, and policy, informed by philosophical ethics {and a dash of whimsy)

A Rose is a Rose, Even When It's a
Mandate

Jonathan B. Wight

March 29, 2012

Via David Frumcomes up with this interesting point and question:

For many years, libertarians like those at the @attute have advocated
replacing Social Security with a mandate on alzeits to save for their
retirement in grivately managed account

Question: If it's unconstitutional (as the challerggto the Affordable Care Act
now argue) for government to require citizens tg bealth insurance coverage
from a private provider, how can it possibly be st@tntional for government to
require citizens to buy a retirement annuity froprigate provider?

That is, if we do as some have advocated and et@i8ocial Security, we would be
requiring people to use those resources to buy tiven private savings account. That
would be a mandate to buy a private product.



