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From the editorial advisory board:
Aurora shooting

This week's question: The mass killing and woundirtgeater patrons in Aurora has
made international news, and has re-ignited debatesverything from gun laws, to
violence in the media and crime and punishment.t\Wbaou think?
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The Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and the accompanying &ilRights
passed in 1791 never envisioned automatic firea@uas in 1791 were single shot
weapons, loaded through a muzzle, and fired by seha flintlock. They would not be
revolvers, have interchangeable parts, use pemusaps, or load bullets from a clip.
Times and weapons have changed. Shooter-rewaritieg games, high violence movies
and macro-firepower TV programs have become maderare violent in order to

satisfy the apparent appetite for increasing viobehavior. | have a hypothesis that there
is a connection between increased gun violencelrtemmunities and increased gun
violence displayed in our many media forms.

Some people object to government intervention. H@awé believe the time has come for
the federal and state governments toesayughto excessively violent films and video
games. The electronic media must review and adsaregative impacts on society. We
seem to forget that government has intervened asslegl laws to ban proven killers such
as tobacco, lethal pesticides, driving without $estts, nuclear waste dumping, and toxic
public water supplies.

So NRA get out of the way! Support legislation thaiuld ban automatic assault
weapons and other mass killing firearms. It is tbmeo everything possible to prevent
further heinous acts like those seen recently iroPauand elsewhere. | challenge those in
Congress and state legislatures to act now!
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Want safer theaters? Blogger Ari Armstrong suggests that theaters difee tickets and
popcorn to armed off-duty police officers, and peilak the policy.

Gun prohibitions won't work. "At the very leastdéral lawmakers ought to outlaw the
high-capacity magazines," argues a Denver Pogirediaifter the Aurora homicides.

After a mass shooting, England went well beyone \tary least” by effectively banning
civilian gun ownership in 1998. Soon after, a Tedgdp headline read "Gun crimes
soaring despite ban" -- a 40 percent increaséndr2010 Cumbria shootings, a man
killed twelve in northwest England.

Criminals ignore both gun bans and so-called "gaa"fzones. Mass shootings have
occurred in "gun free" zones such as schools arid.mad now movie theaters. The
Aurora Cinemark theater "bans firearms on the pses)i reports the New York Times.
Such "gun free" zones leave peaceful citizens dgefess against violent criminals.
Hence the title of professor Dave Kopel's law revaticle: "Pretend 'Gun Free' School
Zones: A Deadly Legal Fiction.”

Kopel provides examples of heroic armed citizenp@ng mass shootings. In 2007, a
man opened fire in a Colorado Springs church pgrlkahand entered the crowded
church. A volunteer security guard shot him, savirany lives. The Cato Institute's
"Tough Targets" study provides many instances iiear citizens thwarting criminals.

Regarding high-capacity magazines, Governor Hiakgper is correct about the bomb-
making Aurora Killer: "If it was not one weaponwbuld have been another."

Brian T. Schwartz
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To stop moredeaths, we can't be distracted by political agendas séhagendas, to
increase gun control, stiffen retribution, and cgrentertainment, are emotion-based and
ignore the facts. There are gun laws galore, whetlermined killers circumvent; there
are numerous punishments, which this type of kdbmes not a whit about; there are
millions of moviegoers who are nonviolent. Solvihgs problem requires focusing on
mental health.

Mental derangement is the gorilla in the room, Wedluctant to face it, because it brings
us into the equation. It requires that we pay é&ttarto others, and in our live-and-let-

live society, we're hesitant to do that. When wiceosomething amiss, we seldom act
because no one else is acting. We worry we migisuled or accused of meddling. If we



approach them, they might get mad, or even huiBesides, it's someone else's job, the
government's. In our society, individuals who pelathers are not cool.

If we seriously want to stop the James Holmesedlabughners', and Seung Hui-
Chengs', we must focus on ourselves. When we natp=tern of unusual behavior, we
should feel obligated to speak to that personpalyjamember, or mental health
professional. All of these killers left a trail danger signs, but no one who noticed took
the responsibility to act. While it's a cliché¢duldn't be truer than in this case: "we are
our brother's keeperCinda Kochen

cinda.kochen@vyahoo.com

Whether he receives a fatal injection or rots in a prison cell, Jameasries should never,
ever be allowed back into society. Alarmingly, @$declared insane and thus
incompetent to stand trial, someday he could béadat "rehabilitated” and subsequently
released. Would anyone (especially his victims) §eed about that outcome? This is an
instance when we should, at minimum, lock up thvpgteator and throw away the key.

Gun proponents seem incapable of grasping thé¢ksend Amendment was adopted in
1791--221 years ago--during much different timexddy, guns serve no purpose in our
everyday lives. We don't need them to shoot rai#less on the range or to duel in the
streets. And we certainly don't need AK-47s to @cbbur homes or families. Until
Democrats and Republicans are willing to challethigeoutdated right and significantly
temper it, we're stuck with psychos having easgs&to military weapons.

Media violence, including movies and video gamgs, mounting concern. How can
emotionally disturbed people be repeatedly exptsextreme, lifelike aggression and
not be influenced at some level? We've been hdoedbe and way too many times.
Sadly, given our freedom-of-speech laws, the papulaf these mediums, and the
immense commercial profits to be made, don't expeasorship of violent programming
anytime soon.
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Six thousand rounds of ammunition. Two Glock handguns. One patipon shotgun.
An AR-15 (M-16) with a 100-round drum capable oinfg 50-60 rounds per minute. All
acquired within the past two months. Is there nasthn at Homeland Security in a
position to connect these dots?



Elected officials are so intimidated by the NRAtttieeir instinctive reaction was to
immediately disavow any attempt even to tweak #ieon's gun control laws. The NRA
has expanded its focus to promote legislation evatimg those who intentionally shoot
others. The organization's absolutely tone-degdarese to the Aurora slaughter of
innocents was to express dismay that no one ek itheater was packing. As though
more bullets from other sources firing blindly imarkened theater filled with smoke
would have reduced the carnage? Somalia is n@rtbeer.

The shooter was deranged. His planning was diadofes, he might have found other
means had the weaponry listed above not been didyresailable, but why shouldn't we
raise the bar? Does anyone hunt ducks, deer aviglkan AR-15? The 2nd

Amendment's right to keep and bear arms is premiped a belief that "a well-regulated
militia (is) necessary to the security of a fresgest’ If you want access to assault weapons,
join the National Guard. Keep M-16s and multiplamd ammo clips under lock and key
where the Guard gathers for training. This madhassgot to stop.
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