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Ted Galen Carpentésikes orthe bizarre allegations directed against Obam@m@ign
policy:

[W]hat is the president’s conduct that warrantsgdtions of appeasement? For the current
crop of GOP presidential wannabes, merely exhipigiwillingness to conduct negotiations
with adversaries is considered evidence of crappeasement on the part of an American
policy maker. And because Obama has attemptedeio opadvance dialogues with such
adversaries, Republican activists excoriate hin.tBat is a very disturbing standard.

If the GOP candidates believe that it is impropeareto talk to hostile foreign regimes,
diplomacy largely ceases to exist as a meaningfeidgn-policy tool. It is no challenge at all
to negotiate with friendly, democratic governmeist we don’t have the luxury of dealing
only with the New Zealands, Chiles and Estoniathefworld. The real challenge for
diplomacy is negotiating with, and getting desieat@sults from, prickly or odious regimes.



Making demands for a laundry list of concessiongfisuch adversaries, backed up by either
unenforceable or ill-advised threats, is not afizat—much less a sensible—foreign policy.
Yet that is where Romney, Gingrich and most ofgagy’s other presidential candidates
apparently would take the United States if anyhefht entered the White House.



